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From the Editor’s Desk 


Walter McDonald (Sandy) Holmes 1927-2001 


Recently, I received a letter from Bruce Stevenson (with notes by Hughie 
Webb), President of Boolaroo Orchid Society (NSW), informing me of the pass- 
ing of Sandy Holmes on 8th September 2001. Sandy was one of nature’s true gen- 
tlemen, who was passionate about species orchids. He would research all of his 
plants (using his extensive library) and kept an individual card for every plant in 
his collection. It would have details of country of origin, where he acquired the 
plant, dates of blooming, repotting etc. And they were always up to date, til he had 
a stroke a couple of years ago, from which he didn’t fully recover. Sandy was an 
active member of many orchid societies, and recently won the annual point score 
competition at the Orchid Society of New South Wales. He also took many slides 
of his plants, and provided many of these to the local Species Societies. You could 
always tell one of Sandy’s photographs, it would invariably have his Abelia bush 
in the background. He liked it that way, so he could also tell it was his unique slide! 
Over the years I swapped many plants with Sandy and we invariably had some- 
thing controversial (species wise!) to discuss. And the reference books would 
always come out! I, and many others, will miss Sandy and his vast knowledge, and 
will treasure even more the plants he gave me. 


Sandy Holmes with Coelogyne tomentosa 


Australian Bulbophyllums 


One of Australia’s experts on epiphytic orchids, Mike Harrison, presents the 
most comprehensive pictorial review of the indigenous Bulbophyllum species yet 
published. It will be used as a benchmark for this genus for many years. We are 
very pleased to have Mike writing for the AOR. 

Michael Harrison grew up in Goulburn, on the southern tablelands of NSW. As 
a child, he was a keen student of natural science, and he became familiar with many . 
of the terrestrial orchids in the bush near his home. After moving to Sydney as a 
teenager in the mid-1960’s, Michael began growing orchids as a hobby, and he 
soon developed a sizeable collection. Native epiphytic orchids became his main 
interest, and he joined the Australasian Native Orchid Society (ANOS) and ANOS 
Sydney Group in 1975. In 1978, he was elected to ANOS Council, a position he 
held for 16 years. From 1980 to 1990, he served as Honorary Secretary of the 
Society. He served two terms as President of ANOS Sydney Group, from 1992- 
94 and 1996-98. He is also a long-term member of the ANOS Judging Panel and 
represents ANOS on the Ira Butler Trophy Committee. He is a Life Member of 
both ANOS and ANOS Sydney Group. Michael and wife Roslyn run Macquarie 
Native Orchids, a specialist nursery dealing in Australian native orchid species and 
their hybrids. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all subscribers, contributors, adver- 
tisers and readers the very best for the festive season, and may your orchids do all 
the right things in 2002! | 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2001/January 2002 


—— 


OUR COVER 


wv Aa 


Bulbophyllum bracteatum is a 
magnificent miniature species 
found in restricted areas along 
eastern Australia. Read the fea- 
ture article on Australian 
Bulbophyllums in this issue by 
Michael Harrison. 
Photo: David Titmuss 


Volume 66 — No. 6 


SQUARE VANDA POTS 


165mm x 165mm x 80mm 
100mm x 100mm x 60mm 


BASKET POTS 
200mm x 130mm 
140mm x 100mm 

80mm x 75mm 


WERS STR; 
Coates eaane FoR 
sve © Of 


ORCHID POTS 


120mm x 120mm 
100mm x 75mm 
80mm x 100mm 
80mm x 65mm 
70mm x 50mm 
50mm x 65mm 


300mm x 120mm 
250mm x 150mm 
200mm x 200mm 
200mm x 100mm 
175mm x 120mm 
150mm x 100mm 
125mm x 75mm 


21 Jambali Road, Port Macquarie, 
NSW 2444 Australia 


Phone: (02) 6581 1735 
Website: port.tsn.cc/business/orchidpotco/ 


Fax: (02) 6581 1736 
Email: orchidpotco@tsn.cc 


December 2001/January 2002 


CONTENTS 


Features: 


Bulbophyllum Species in Australia Michael Harrison 4 
Brian Milligan 20 
Ken Eldridge 23 


Thelma Keith 24 


Cypripediums in Shangri-La, China 
Sarcochilus hartmannii and Blue Knob 
Our Lives in the Orchid World 


Vale — Frederick Graydon 


(1914-2001) Tom Maxwell and Steven J. Muldoon 27 
Orchid Roots and Rest Periods Brian Milligan 28 


Captain Blood’s Sepik Blue Dendrobium lan Walters 42 
Ee 
Featuring Cymbidiums: 


“Cymbidiums Australia” compiled by the Australian Cymbidium Society 
Editor's Report 

How to join a Cymbidium Club 

McBean’s Orchids (UK) 

The 2001 Australian Cymbidium Orchid Festival 


The Innaugural Awards of the Australian Cymbidium Society at 
the 2001 National Show .... Rob Smith and Helen Stretch 53 


Terry Poulton’s Six-Pack Terry Poulton and Rob Smith 56 
Purely by Accident Pauline McLean 59 


The Cymbidium Society of Victoria’s 
Spring Show 2001 


The naming of species cymbidiums 
Pee ISSA UNS POI RSL OE BA READ ZR EAS AS 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2001/January 2002 


Regular Fe 


From the Editor’s Ddsk Royal. Botanic.Gardens 


New Orchid Hybrid Melbourne 


Buyer's Guide........J.... 


Advertiser’s Index 


Editorial copy: 

Articles for publication and consideration should be sent to: 
AOR Editor, 

David P. Banks, 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049 

All other correspondence to: 

AOR Publisher, 

Graphic World, 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049. 


Advertisers: 


Deadline for advertising copy for the February/March 2002 issue is Friday, 
21 December, 2001. 


All advertising bookings and enquiries should be directed to Barry Badger. 
Phone: (02) 9560 6166. Fax (02) 9564 0516. 


Subscriptions: 
See insert for Subscription information. 


ison 


Harr 


= 
6 
= 
ey 
= 
3 
oO 
oO) 
(= 
c 
OE 
: Cc 
(oy 
= 
2) 
as 
2 
= 
Sy 
So 
OQ 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2001/January 2002 


ou 
=) 
) 
a 
a 
@ 
my 
= 
a 
= 
= 
=) 
ry 
a 
es 
® 
2 
= 
® 
oO 
® 
Q 
= 
oD 
5 
a 
em 
42) 
fe 
o 
° 
e) 
= 
& 
To 
s 
n 
a 
xt 
) 
is 
—_ 


reputedly consists of something in the order of 2000 

species worldwide. With its centre of distribution in 
South East Asia and New Guinea, Bulbophyllum is a pantropical 
genus, also represented on the Indian subcontinent, central 
Africa, Madagascar, South America, the Pacific Islands and 
Australia. 

Considering the landmass, Bulbophyllum is not well repre- 
sented in Australia, with fewer than 35 species currently recog- 
nised. This is undoubtedly due to the limited potential available 
on this largely arid continent for the development of an essen- 
tially tropical, moisture-loving group of orchids. However, it is 
entirely possible that Australia supported a wider diversity of 
Bulbophyllum species, across a broader geographic range, at 
times in the past when the continent enjoyed wetter, more mod- 
erate climatic conditions. 

Bulbophyllum in Australia is restricted to the east coast, and 
the genus extends from southeast New South Wales (only three 
species occur south of Sydney), to Cape York and the islands of 
Torres Strait. Its altitudinal range extends from sea level to at 
least 1500 metres on the high peaks in the wet tropics of far north 
Queensland. More than two-thirds of the Australian species 
occur in the tropics, although the majority of these are montane 
in habitat, and seldom, if ever, extend to the coastal lowlands. 

The Australian species have been extensively botanised and 
are well known taxonomically. It seems unlikely that any truly 
new species remain undiscovered, but a continuing process of 
research and re-evaluation of existing species may well expand 
the genus in the future. 

Taxonomic philosophies and opinions vary from botanist to 
botanist, and differing interpretations of certain species some- 
times result. Where one botanist may consider a “form” to be 
within the range of variation for a particular species, another 
botanist may classify it as a separate species. Botanists working 
in these sometimes contentious areas of classification are 
required to study not only living material, but must also examine 
and interpret herbarium specimens, including type specimens, 
and earlier descriptions of species, in order to make accurate 
determinations. New methods of distinguishing between 
species, such as embryological and developmental analysis, mol- 
ecular evaluation and cladistic studies are also being utilised. 
The detective work involved is often considerable, and universal 
acceptance is not always forthcoming. 

The allocation of the Australian species to various sections is 
problematic in a number of cases, and further investigation is 
required to clarify relationships and determine the suitability of 
existing sectional names, all but one of which are based on over- 
seas species. For the purposes of this paper, I have accepted the 
advice of Dr. Mark Clements of the National Botanic Gardens, 
Canberra, who follows Vermeulen’s treatment of sectional clas- 
sification in Bulbophyllum (Vermeulen J.J. 1993. Orchid 
Monographs 7: 1-124). Whilst some Australian species fit 
neatly into existing sections, for others, no precise sectional 
determination can be made at present. Where uncertainty exits, 
no sectional name is given. Also, B. schillerianum is included 
under Oxysepalum, rather than being grouped with B. macpher- 
sonii under Polyblepharon. 

The sheer size and diversity of Bulbophyllum make it a prime 
candidate for future taxonomic revision, and it is likely that many 
existing subgeneric groups (sections) will be raised to the status 
of separate genera. 

For growers of Australian native epiphytic orchids, 
Bulbophyllum is one of the three major groups of interest, along 
with Dendrobium and the Sarcanthinae. The majority of our 
species are smaller-growing “botanical” types, of limited horti- 
cultural appeal, but of great interest to dedicated enthusiasts. 
Although a number of the Australian species are considered to 
be rare plants, practically all of them are maintained in cultiva- 
tion, with varying degrees of success. 


T= diverse and complex genus Bulbophyllum Thouars. 
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Bulbophyllum bracteatum (photo L. Bradford) 
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Bulbophyllum weinthalii subsp. striatum, Kroombit Tops, Qld. (photo, M. 
Harrison) 


Bulbophyllum shepherdii, in situ, Wattagan State Forest, NSW. (photo M. 
Harrison) 
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The Temperate Species 


In temperate Australia, Bulbophyllum is represented by ten 
species and one subspecies in five sections. Only one species, B. 
schillerianum, extends into the tropics, where there may be more 
than one taxon involved. Habitats range from dense subtropical 
rainforest, through warm and cool temperate rainforests, “dry 
scrub” rainforest, to open sclerophyll forest in protected situa- 
tions. Most species are montane plants, preferring areas of high 
rainfall at moderate to high altitudes. Only three species rou- 
tinely extend to the coastal lowlands. 


Section 1 Sectional name uncertain. 


The two species in this group, B. minutissimum and B. globu- 
liforme, are miniature plants, and although not uncommon, they 
are easily overlooked. Both produce strands or mats of small, 
rounded, partly hollow pseudobulbs, with a single, rudimentary, 
bract-like leaf, which is shed after the first or second year. 

In The Orchadian Vol. 13 No.9 (Sept. 2001), Jones and 
Clements describe a new genus, Oncophyllum, to accommodate 
these two distinctive and interesting orchids, which appear to 
have no close relatives either in Australia or overseas. B. pyg- 
meum from New Zealand and B. keekee from New Caledonia, 
although both miniatures with some affinities to the Australian 
species, are not close enough to be included in Oncophyllum (M. 
Clements, pers comm.). 


Bulbophyllum minutissimum (F.Muell.) F.Muell. 


B. minutissimum could be considered a common species, 
especially in the northern part of its range. Its distribution 
extends from the NSW south coast, where it has been reported 
from near Milton, northwards to nearly Rockhampton, in central 
eastern Queensland. 

It grows ina variety of situations, from rainforest to rocky hill- 
sides and gorges in open eucalypt forest, on figs in open pad- 
docks, and even on suburban street trees in coastal towns. It 
colonises a number of different tree species, but reaches its best 
development as a lithophyte, where it may be seen in abundance 
growing on rock faces and large boulders from coastal areas to 
mountainous gorge country on the ranges. It may grow in heavy 
shade or bright light, and where it occurs in exposed positions, 
especially on rocks, the pseudobulbs become suffused with dark 
red. 

B. minutissimum produces short, single-flowered inflores- 
cences only 3 mm. tall. The flowers are cream coloured, heay- 
ily marked with red stripes, and only 3 mm. across. It is a sum- 
mer flowering species, and is easily grown in cultivation on a 
piece of natural cork or a weathered hardwood slab. 


Bulbophyllum globuliforme Nicholls 


Unlike B. minutissimum, which is adaptable to a multitude of 
hosts, B. globuliforme is host specific, and will only grow on the 
hoop pine, Araucaria cunninghamii, where it colonises the upper 
branches of mature trees. It may grow as single strands or form 
small clumps of closely set pseudobulbs. 

It has two centres of distribution, on and around the 
McPherson Range, on the NSW/Qld. border, and about 450 km. 
further north, it is known the Calliope Range, inland from 
Gladstone. It is a species of moderate altitudes in areas where 
the hoop pine is a dominant forest component. 

B. globuliforme produces single-flowered inflorescences up to 
15 mm. tall. The bell-shaped flowers are crystalline white or 
cream and up to 4 mm. across; the lip is pale yellow. It flowers 
in October and November. 

Vegetatively, B. globuliforme is slightly smaller than B. 
minutissimum, and for years was reputed to be the smallest- 
growing orchid in the world. There is, however, a smaller orchid, 
Platystele jungermannoides, from Central America. B. globuli- 
forme grows well in cultivation on a piece of natural cork or 
weathered hardwood. 


Section 2 Adelopetalum (Fitzg.) J.J. Vermeulen 


The two species included here are vegetatively similar, with 
both producing conical, knobbly pseudobulbs, although B. elisae 
is at least twice the size of B. bracteatum. Florally, they do not 
appear to be closely related, and their inclusion together in the 
same section is tentative. Bulbophyllum bracteatum is the type 
species for the section Adelopetalum, having been originally 
described by R.D. FitzGerald in 1891 as Adelopetalum bractea- 
tum. 


Bulbophyllum bracteatum Bailey. 


B. bracteatum produces rounded, closely set pseudobulbs up 
to 12 mm. in diameter, grooved and wrinkly, and bright green to 
yellowish green in colour. The leaf is thin- textured and up to 30 
mm. long. 

The inflorescences are semi-pendulous to pendulous, up to 
100 mm long, with numerous prominent glaucous bracts, and 
carry up to 25 flowers. The flowers are distributed evenly on the 
inflorescence and close together. They are 6 to 8 mm. across, 
widely opening, and are cream to pale yellow, heavily marked 
with red or purple blotches. The lip is yellow. 

B. bracteatum grows mainly on and around the McPherson 
Range on the NSW/Qld. border, and extends to the Bunya 
Mountains, north-west of Toowoomba. It has also been recorded 
from the Dorrigo Plateau, NSW, but is rare in this area. Like B. 
elisae, it grows on a variety of rainforest trees, forming small 
clumps on larger branches, but reaches its best development on 
rocks, where it may grow into large clumps, or even mats up to 
50 cm. across. It generally grows in protected positions, but 
where it is exposed to at least moderate light. 

This is one of our most attractive Bulbophyllums, and is a reli- 
able and rewarding species in cultivation. It usually grows well 
on a slab of tree fern fibre. 


Bulbophyllum elisae (¥.Muell.) Benth. 
B. elisae has a wide distribution, extending from the Blue 


Bulbophyllum elisae, Gloucester Tops, NSW. 
(photo D. Titmuss) 
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Bulbophyllum exiguum (photo D. Titmuss) 


Mountains, 60 km. west of Sydney, to the Bunya Mountains in 
southeast Queensland. It is a mountain dwelling species, prefer- 
ring areas well inland from the coast at moderate to high alti- 
tudes. It grows on a variety of rainforest trees in subtropical and 
warm temperate rainforest, usually in clumps of up to two dozen 
or so pseudobulbs. However, it grows best on rocks, where it 
may form quite large clumps and even mats where conditions are 
cool, humid and protected, but with reasonable light. 

The pseudobulbs may be up to 30 mm. tall, conical in shape 
but deeply wrinkled and knobbly. The leaf is usually about 100 
mm long and 10 mm. wide, pale green to yellowish green, and 
quite rigid. Vegetatively, B. elisae is the largest growing of 
Australia’s temperate Bulbophyllum species. 

The flowers on B. elisae are carried on erect inflorescences up 
to 200 mm. tall, with as many as a dozen flowers per inflores- 
cence. The flowers are usually bright apple green, with a dark 
reddish brown labellum, about 20 mm. long, and they all face the 
same direction. They are not widely opening, and the long, for- 
ward projecting lateral sepals are quite pointed. Occasional 
plants are seen where the inflorescences are short and semi-pen- 
dulous, and the flowers are purplish-red. In cultivation, B. elisae 
has proven to be one a difficult species to grow. 


Section 3 Sectional name uncertain 


In temperate Australia, this group is represented by two 
species, B. exiguum and B. argyropus. A number of highland 
north Queensland species, such as B. lageniforme and B. new- 
portii, also belong in this section. Further research may show 
that the species in this group should be included in section 
Adelopetalum. 


Bulbophyllum exiguum F.Muell. 


B. exiguum is a widespread and locally abundant species in 
many places. It extends from the NSW south coast, where it is 
known from around the Shoalhaven River, northwards into 
southern Queensland, reportedly to around Nambour. It has a 
wide altitudinal range, from nearly sea level to at least 1200 


Bulbophyllum argyropus, Lord Howe 
(photo M. Harrison) 
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Bulbophyllum lamingtonense, Lamington National Park, Qld. (photo D.P. Banks 
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Bulbophyllum schillerianum, Longman’s Gap, Qld. (photo M. Harrison) 
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metres on the mountains, and is one of a handful of orchid 
species which will grow in cool temperate rainforest, where it 
will often colonise the negrohead beech, Nothofagus moorei, the 
host species for Dendrobium falcorostrum. 

B. exiguum produces conical, slightly ribbed pseudobulbs up 
to 10 mm. tall, and dark green, thin-textured leaves usually 30 
to 40 mm long. It is a prolific autumn flowering species, with 
inflorescences up to 60 mm. tall, carrying 3 to 5 flowers. The 
flowers are creamy yellow, with a thin yellow labellum, crys- 
talline in texture, widely opening, and up to 10 mm. across. 

This species grows on rocks and trees, and may form large 
multi-branching mats in moist, humid, protected situations. It 
usually grows in fairly heavy shade, but is occasionally seen in 
quite exposed positions. It generally adapts reasonably well to 
cultivation, but may be slow to establish. 


Bulbophyllum argyropus (Endl.) H.G. Reichb. 


B. argyropus was for many years known only from Lord Howe 
Island and Norfolk Island, but it was discovered on the 
Australian mainland, on the eastern escarpment of the Dorrigo 
Plateau, in 1978. Since that time it has also turned up on the 
McPherson Range on the NSW/Qld. border. 

It is an uncommon species, which grows at moderate altitudes 
in subtropical rainforest, on a variety of host trees, including 
hoop pine, Araucaria cunninghamii. It generally grows on the 
upper trunk or main laterals, where it forms small clumps of 
closely set pseudobulbs. On the Dorrigo Plateau, at least, it often 
grows in association with B. elisae. 

The rounded pseudobulbs are up to 8 mm. in diameter, 
minutely warty and light green in colour. New pseudobulbs are 
covered in white frosting, which disappears within 12 months. 
The thin, narrow leaves are usually about 20 mm. long. The 
inflorescence is up to 40 mm. tall and carries 2 to 4 flowers, in 
which the perianth is cream with a crystalline texture, and the 
labellum is orange. The flower stems and ovaries are warty and 
the flowers are not widely opening. This species is difficult to 
maintain in cultivation. 


Section 4 No definite sectional name at present. 


This section contains a single, distinctive species which 
appears to have no close relatives in the Australian orchid flora. 


Bulbophyllum weinthalii R. Rogers 


B. weinthalii carries the largest flowers of all the temperate 
Australian species in this genus, at their maximum reaching 25 
mm. across. The widely opening flowers are borne singly on 
short inflorescences, which emerge from the bases of the closely 
set pseudobulbs. Flower colour is essentially greenish-cream, 
with prominent purple spots, blotches and stripes on the face of 
the flower. It flowers in autumn. 

The pseudobulbs are conical but irregularly contoured, and up 
to 20 mm. tall., the newer ones being covered in woolly sheath- 
ing, which wears away after a season or two. The waxy, dark 
green leaves are up to 30 mm. long and 10 mm. wide. 

B. weinthalii is a species of subtropical and warm temperate 
rainforest at moderate to occasionally high altitudes. It is com- 
pletely dependant upon the hoop pine as a host, and generally 
colonises only the largest trees, where it grows into small to 
medium sized, tightly-packed clumps on the upper trunk and 
main lateral branches. In such situations it is exposed to moder- 
ate levels of light and good air movement. In some areas it grows 
in association with B. globuliforme and B. elisae, and is often 
locally common. 

This species has three centres of distribution, the Dorrigo 
Plateau in NSW, on and around the McPherson Range between 
NSW and Queensland, and the Calliope Range, inland from 
Gladstone. There are slight differences in flower shape and 
colour from each of these areas. In particular, on the form from 
Calliope Range, the flowers carry prominent purple stripes and 
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heavier purple blotching, compared to the forms from further 
south. In The Orchadian, Vol.13 No.7 (March 2001), David 
Jones described this northern form as a new subspecies, apply- 
ing the name B. weinthalii subsp. striatum, in recognition of its 
purple-striped flowers. 

B. weinthalii is not an easy species to maintain in cultivation. 
It does best on a piece of hard tree-fern fibre, and situated in an 
open, airy position. The northern subspecies seems to be more 
amenable to cultivation than the southern forms. 


Section5 Oxysepalum (Wight) Reichb. f. 


This large, widespread section has representatives in 
Southeast Asia, Philippines, Indonesia, New Guinea, the Pacific 
Islands and Australia. Three species occur in temperate 
Australia, with a further five, at least, in the tropics. 


Bulbophyllum shepherdii (F.Muell.) F.Muell. 


B. shepherdii is a common and widespread species with a dis- 
tribution extending from the south coast of NSW, around the 
Shoalhaven River, to southeast Queensland. Its altitudinal range 
extends from near sea-level to at least 1000 metres on the ranges. 

It was known for many years as B. crassulifolium (an apt name 
considering the nature of the foliage) but the original description 
is So meagre that it is unreliable, and B. shepherdii is now con- 
sidered to be the correct name for this species. 

From a creeping rhizome, B. shepherdii produces thick, fleshy, 
succulent, channelled leaves, mid-green to yellowish green in 
colour, about 40 mm. long and up to 8 mm. in diameter. The 
pseudobulbs are small and more or less continuous with the leaf 
bases. The small, waxy flowers are only about 5 mm. long. They 
are produced from along the rhizome, often prolifically, and are 
white with yellow tips to the segments, and the labellum is 
orange. 

B. shepherdii grows on rocks and the trunks and main 
branches of rainforest trees, often forming large masses, in deep 
shade to moderately bright situations. It is not uncommon to see 
this species growing is association with B. exiguum. It usually 
grows well in cultivation, on a tree fern slab or a piece of natural 
cork, and will make up into a good specimen plant within a few 
years. 


Bulbophyllum lamingtonense D.L. Jones 


B. lamingtonense is similar to B. shepherdii, but produces 
larger, longer leaves, and larger flowers with attenuated tips to 
the sepals. Because of the obvious similarities, B. Jamingtonense 
has long been confused with B. shepherdii, and often has been 
misidentified as a robust form of that species. It was only 
described as a distinct species by David Jones in 1993, the spe- 
cific name referring to the Lamington Plateau. B. caldericola is 
a later synonym. 

It has a restricted distribution, occurring on and around the 
McPherson Range on the NS W/Qld. border, but it is not uncom- 
mon within its range. There is also an unconfirmed report of this 
species from Fraser Island, and if this proves to be correct, it 
could indicate a wider distribution on the mainland in southeast 
Queensland. 

B. lamingtonense produces fleshy, succulent, channelled 
leaves up to 80 mm. long and 10 mm. in diameter. Unlike B. 
shepherdii, the rhizome is not creeping, and the plant tends to 
grow into a pendulous, multi-stemmed mass, which hangs from 
the host tree and is attached only by the base of the plant. The 
flowers are produced from along the rhizome, often in consider- 
able numbers, and are up to 10 mm. long. They are white with 
yellow tips to the sepals, and the lip is brick red. 

This species grows on the trunks and branches of subtropical 
rainforest trees at moderate altitudes, and usually in reasonable 
shade. It grows well in cultivation. 
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Bulbophyllum baileyi forma album (photo D.P. Banks) 


Bulbophyllum gracillimum, Mt. Tozer, Qld. (photo M. Harrison) 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2001/January 2002 


Bulbophyllum schillerianum H.G. Reichb. 


B. schillerianum, as it is currently understood, has the widest 
distribution of all our Bulbophyllum species, from temperate to 
tropical Australia, and from near sea level to high on the ranges. 
It is, however, a variable orchid, presently under taxonomic 
scrutiny, and may represent a composite species. It was known 
for years as B. aurantiacum, but the name B. schillerianum pre- 
dates that of B. aurantiacum and therefore has priority. 

The distribution of B. schillerianum extends from around 
Bulahdelah, north of the Hunter River in central-eastern NSW, 
nearly to Cooktown, in far north Queensland. Even in the trop- 
ics, it occurs not only in the highlands but extends down to fairly 
low altitudes in some places. It is a common species throughout 
much of its range. 

Particularly noticeable in B. schillerianum is the variation in 
vegetative form. Like the two preceding species, B. schilleri- 
anum produces small, rounded pseudobulbs, which are more or 
less continuous with its fleshy, succulent leaves. The leaves 
come in a variety of shapes from flat, relatively thin and nearly 
round, to long, thick, succulent and heavily channelled. Leaf 
size ranges in length from 20 mm. to 100 mm., and in width from 
10 mm. to 25 mm. Also, leaf colour varies from dark green, 
through mid-green to light yellowish green, seemingly regard- 
less of light levels. 

The waxy flowers on B. schillerianum are produced from 
along the rhizome, often so prolifically that the rhizome is 
obscured. They are creamy white at the bases of the segments, 
and pale to dark orange in their outer halves. The labellum is 
brick red. The flowers are about 6 mm. long and do not open 
widely. 

B. schillerianum grows into pendulous clumps, which may 
reach up to 300 mm. in length, but usually somewhat less. It 
commonly grows on rainforest trees, often quite low to the 
ground, and usually in protected, heavily shaded situations, but 
may also be seen on cliffs and rocky outcrops, sometimes in 
fairly exposed positions. It performs well in cultivation. 

The orchid described by Bailey in 1896 as B. intermedium, 
from plants collected on Hinchinbrook Island, may represent a 
“form” of B. schillerianum. Known from mangrove and pan- 


danus swamps in areas on the mainland not far from 


Hinchinbrook Island, is an orchid vegetatively and florally sim- 
ilar to B. schillerianum, although the plants are not as large and 
the flowers are smaller and are a dull, pale creamy-orange in 
colour. This may be B. intermedium, and it may represent a legit- 
imate species distinct from B. schillerianum, but more research 


is required. 


The Lowland Tropical Species 

Australia is sadly lacking in truly tropical Bulbophyllums, the 
full count amounting to a disappointingly low four species, and 
none of them endemic. Add to this the fact that three of these 
four species are rare plants with very limited distributions, and 
you cannot avoid the conclusion that they are recent arrivals in 
Australia, and that there has been virtually no evolutionary 
development of these orchids on this continent. Our four tropi- 
cal species have been allocated to three sections. 


Section 1 Sestochilus (Breda) Benth. & Hook. f. 

This is a large, widespread section, extending from S.E. Asia 
to New Guinea and the Pacific Islands. Australia has just one 
representative, B. baileyi, which also occurs in New Guinea. 
Members of this section are known for their fruity floral per- 
fumes, which suggest they are pollinated by fruit flies. 


Bulbophyllum baileyi F. Muell. 

This widespread and abundant species occurs from around 
Townsville to the very top of Cape York Peninsula, as well as in 
New Guinea, and from sea level to at least 800 metres on the 
ranges in a few places. In the southern part of its range, where 
some populations occur at moderate altitudes, it may occasion- 
ally experience winter-time minimums as low as 6° or 8°C, but 
this is not the norm, and in cultivation, minimum temperatures 
of no less than are 12°C are required. 

As amember of section Sestochilus, B. baileyi is a moderately 
large Bulbophyllum. From thick, creeping rhizomes, it produces 
pseudobulbs up to 30 mm. tall, usually thinly clothed in brown 
fibrous bracts, and thick, leathery leaves which may attain a 
length of 300 mm. and a width of 100 mm. Its upward-facing, 30 
mm. wide flowers are produced singly on inflorescences up to 80 
mm. tall. They are creamy yellow with a multitude of purple 
spots and blotches across the face of the flower. An uncommon 


Bulbophyllum intermedium, Russell River, Qld. Bulbophyllum nematopodum (photo D.P. Banks) 


(photo D.P. Banks) 


Bulbophyllum masdevalliaceum 
Banks) 


(photo D.P. 
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colour form exists where the flowers are pure yellow with no 
purple markings. It is generally a free-flowering species, espe- 
cially when growing in moderate to bright light, which flowers 
throughout the year, but mainly between October and February. 

B. baileyi grows equally well on trees and rocks, usually form- 
ing extensive masses in suitable situations. It is a common sight 
to see entire tree trunks completely covered by this orchid, par- 
ticularly in the warm, lowland rainforests of Cape York 
Peninsula. 


Section 2 Cirrhopetalum (Lindley) Reichb. f. 


The two species included here are rare in Australia, but are 
common and widespread throughout S.E. Asia and the Pacific 
islands. In Australia they occur only on Cape York Peninsula in 
tropical rainforest. Cirrhopetalum is a large, widespread section, 
containing upwards of one hundred species across its range. 
Some botanists consider Cirrhopetalum to be a separate genus, 
but it is conventionally included within Bulbophyllum. 


Bulbophyllum longiflorum Thouars. 


B. longiflorum occurs on the Mcllwraith Range and at Iron 
Range, at low to moderate elevations, in scattered, low density 
populations, often near creeks, and always in shady, humid sit- 
uations. It usually grows on the trunks of rainforest trees, but has 
also been seen growing on rocks. 

It produces its flowers in a semi-circular umbel, on an inflo- 
rescence up to 200 mm. tall. As many as 10 flowers may be car- 
ried on an inflorescence, with each flower measuring up to 40 
mm. long. The hooded dorsal sepal carries a fine apical filament, 
and the lateral sepals are fused along their in-turned lateral mar- 
gins to form an apparently single lower segment. The short lat- 
eral petals carry numerous hairy appendages, and the fleshy 
labellum is narrow and curves downwards. The flowers are 
pinkish white, with some darker suffusions; the petals and label- 
lum are dark red/purple. The main flowering period is October 
to February. 


Bulbophyllum gracillimum (Rolfe) Rolfe 


This species is known only from the Iron Range area of Cape 
York Peninsula, where it grows on rainforest trees, usually close 
to creeks, in shaded, sheltered and constantly humid situations. 
It seems to be a reasonably fertile species, and where it occurs, 
seedlings and juvenile plants are not uncommon. 

Like B. longiflorum, it produces an erect inflorescence up to 
200 mm. tall, bearing up to 10 flowers arranged in a semi-circu- 
lar umbel. The flowers are long and slender, with the lateral 
sepals in-turned and fused only in their proximal portions, and 
forming long slender filaments in their distal two-thirds. The tip 
of the hooded dorsal sepal is erect and forms a fine filamentous 
thread, as do the tips of the lateral petals. The flowers may be up 
to 50 mm. tall and are red/purple with a narrow, white lip. The 
main flowering period for B. gracillimum is November to 
February. 

B. longiflorum and B. gracillimum usually grow well in culti- 
vation in warm, humid glasshouse conditions, either in pots or on 
tree fern or cork slabs. Minimum winter temperatures of 15°C 
are recommended. Both have been raised from seed to flower- 
ing in cultivation, and their availability should take pressure off 
wild populations. 


Section 3 Ephippium Blume 


Bulbophyllum masdeyalliaceum Kraenzl. 


B. masdevalliaceum is another species with a wide distribu- 
tion overseas. In Australia it is a rare plant known from only a 
couple of places in lowland tropical rainforest on Cape York 
Peninsula, where it grows on the trunks of trees and palms, often 
forming large clumps, portions of which tend to grow off or away 
from the host. It also occurs on Moa Island in Torres Strait. 
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Bulbophyllum johnsonii (photo D. Titmuss) 


Bulbophyllum johnsonii (photo M. Harrison) 


Bulbophyllum kirkwoodiae (photo D. Titmuss) 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2001/January 2002 


Bulbophyllum bowkettiae (photo D.P. Banks) 


B. masdevalliaceum has been confused with B. blumei, under 
which name the Australian plants have been known for the past 
decade or more. The debate about the correct name for this 
species, and the relationship between the two, will probably con- 
tinue, but for the present, it would appear that B. masdevalli- 
aceum is favoured. 

This species produces well-spaced, conical pseudobulbs up to 
40 mm. tall and leaves about 120 mm long. The 150 mm. tall 
inflorescences arise from along the rhizome, and carry a single 
flower up to 80 mm. tall, making this species the largest-flow- 
ered of all Australian Bulbophyllums. The flowers are widely 
opening with a slender, erect dorsal sepal, the margins of which 
are finely hairy. The lateral sepals are broad in their proximal 
portions, but are tapered and narrow in their distal halves. The 
flowers are pinkish purple with some yellow on the inner por- 
tions of the lateral sepals. The narrow, pointed labellum is yel- 
low and purple. 

This species responds well to cultivation under warm 
glasshouse conditions, and will grow fairly quickly into a large 
plant. Because of its rambling habit of growth, a large basket or 
tree fern slab is recommended. 


The Highland Tropical Species 


At moderate to high altitudes in the wet tropics, between 
Townsville and Cooktown, a number of montane species occur 
in the cool, misty rainforests and cloud forests on the tablelands 
and surrounding mountains. These species enjoy a moist, humid 
environment, with plenty of air movement, and often grow in sit- 
uations where they are exposed periodically to relatively bright 
light, alternating with heavy cloud cover. Epiphytic mosses, 
lichens, ferns and orchids are often abundant. Several of these 
species also extend to fairly low elevations, where they grow in 
coastal gorges. This group contains at least 18 species in 7 sec- 
tions. 


Section 1 Papulipetalum Schltr. 
Bulbophyllum nematapodum F. Muell. 
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Bulbophyllum wolfei, Windsor Tableland, Qld. 
(photo M.A. Clements) 


B. nematapodum is a medium sized plant for the genus. It usu- 
ally grows into small clumps, with the erect, 15 mm. tall 
pseudobulbs set closely together. As new pseudobulbs are pro- 
duced, they are covered in woolly bracts which slowly weather 
away to brown, fibrous strands after a couple of years. The 
slightly fleshy leaves are usually about 100 mm. long , narrow at 
the base, and up to 20 mm. wide. 

The single, nodding flowers are carried on inflorescences up 
to 70 mm. tall, are about 10 mm. across, and do not open very 
widely. They are cream or pale green, with a few pink suffusions 
and pale stripes on the sepals. There is a purple spot on the tip 
of each lateral petal, and the labellum is pink. 

B. nematapodum grows on rainforest trees in moist, moun- 
tainous areas between Townsville and Cooktown, usually above 
800 metres altitude. It generally grows in fairly shaded situa- 
tions, and may be locally common. It is a fairly easy species to 
grow on a tree-fern fibre slab or in a pot. 


Section 2 No definite sectional name at present. 


The species in this group appear to have vegetative and floral 
similarities to such Malaysian species as B. ovalifolium and B. 
stormii. Further research is required to confirm these affinities. 


Bulbophyllum johnsonii Hunt 


In rainforest and wet eucalypt forest between Townsville and 
Cooktown, from almost sea level to high on the ranges, B. john- 
sonii grows in a variety of situations, mostly on trees but some- 
times on rocks, and often in fairly exposed positions. 

It is a variable species, so variable in fact that it was originally 
described in 1949 as three separate species, and under the cur- 
rent taxonomic approach, the previously synonymous names of 
B. kirkwoodiae Hunt and B. whitei Hunt & Rupp most probably 
represent legitimate species distinct from B. johnsonii. As with 
all composite species, however, a comprehensive investigation, 
including extensive field studies, is really required to clarify the 
relationships within this group. 


Bulbophyllum lageniforme (photo D. Titmuss) 
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In all its forms, B. johnsonii is vegetatively identical, and this 
factor has no doubt contributed to the confusion in classification. 
It produces widely spaced, conical, somewhat flattened pseudob- 
ulbs up to 15 mm. tall, from a long, rambling rhizome, and 
almost round to oblong leaves up to 50 mm. long and 10 mm. 
wide. The colour of the pseudobulbs varies from dark green to 
reddish purple, depending on light. 

The flowers are carried singly on erect inflorescences up to 30 
mm. tall, and come in a range of shapes, colours and sizes, 
depending on the form (or species) concerned. From relatively 
small, predominantly yellow/green flowers less than 10 mm. 
across (consistent with B. whitei), to red, orange/red, green or 
shiny brown flowers up to 20 mm. across, with prominent dark 
stripes on drooping lateral sepals, the range is considerable. In 
some forms the dorsal sepal is quite hooded, whilst on others it 
is partially erect. Labellum colour and shape also vary, from rel- 
atively broad and short (consistent with B. kirkwoodiae), to fairly 
long (consistent with B. johnsonii), but it is fleshy and minutely 
glandular, and yellow in its distal third. B. johnsonii is an easy 
species to grow, and usually takes well to a tree-fern fibre slab. 


Bulbophyllum bowkettiae Bailey 

This fairly small, creeping species, is similar to B. johnsonii, 
but less robust. 

The pseudobulbs are well spaced on the rhizome, are about 10 
mm. tall, and the dark green leaf is up to 20 mm. long and slightly 
fleshy. The single-flowered inflorescence is up to 12 mm. tall, 
and the nodding flowers are only about 8 mm. across, and not 
usually widely opening. The flowers are cream, with prominent 
red or pink longitudinal stripes. The labellum is red. 

B. bowkettiae is mainly a species of moderate to high altitude 
rainforests and cloud forests, but in some places it extends to 
lower elevations. It grows mainly on trees, but is also seen on 
rocks. Itis areasonably common species, and is distributed from 
Tully to Cooktown, with an isolated occurrence on the 
Mcllwraith Range, on Cape York Peninsula. 


Bulbophyllum boonjee, Mt. Lewis, Qld. (photo M.A. 
Clements) 


(photo M. Harrison) 
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Bulbophyllum newportii, Windsor Tableland, Qld. 


Bulbophyllum wolfei B. Gray & D.L. Jones 

B. wolfei is a rare and seldom seen species, which apparently 
grows only on trees in rainforest and cloud forest at high altitudes 
on the Mt. Windsor and Carbine Tablelands, at the northern end 
of the Atherton Tableland in far north Queensland. 

From the description and illustration, this species appears to 
be vegetatively and florally close to B. bowkettiae, the distin- 
guishing features being given as strongly nodding, smaller flow- 
ers, which only partially open. 


Section 3 No definite sectional name. 

These species are in the same section as the temperate species 
B. exiguum and B. argyropus. As mentioned earlier, it is possi- 
ble they will be accommodated in section Adelopetalum, but this 
cannot be confirmed at present. 


Bulbophyllum lageniforme Bailey 

This species grows at high altitudes in far north Queensland, 
on and around the Atherton Tableland. It colonises the trunks 
and branches of rainforest and cloud forest trees, usually above 
800 metres elevation. Generally considered an uncommon 
species, there are a few places where it is common in localised 
colonies. 

The conical, grooved, 10 mm. tall pseudobulbs are usually 
spaced closely together, and the plant typically forms a neat, 
small clump. The thin-textured leaves are up to 50 mm. long and 
8 mm. across. The inflorescences are 50 to 60 mm. tall and carry 
up to 4 bell-shaped flowers, which are about 8 mm. across. The 
flowers are creamy green, with longitudinal reddish brown 
stripes on the dorsal sepal and lateral petals. The labellum is rel- 
atively large, fleshy and pink in colour. It flowers in the summer. 

B. lageniforme is perhaps the most attractive member of its 
section, but unfortunately it is not an easy orchid to grow in cul- 
tivation, being especially intolerant of high summer tempera- 
tures and low humidity. 


(photo D.P. Banks) 
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Bulbophyllum radicans, Mossman Gorge, Qld. 


Bulbophylium lilianiae, Longman’s Gap, Qld. (photo M. Harrison) 


Bulbophyllum wilkianum (photo D. Titmuss) 


Bulbophyllum macphersonii, Eungella, Qld. (photo M. Harrison) 
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Bulbophyllum lilianiae Rendle 


B. lilianiae typically grows as a twig epiphyte on the outer 
branches of cloud forest trees in far north Queensland, on and 
around the Atherton Tableland, usually at altitudes above 1000 
metres. It is occasionally also seen on rocks. 

It forms rambling strands on thin branches, with the 8 mm. tall 
pseudobulbs usually fairly widely spaced on the rhizome. The 
dark green leaves are thin-textured, oval in shape, and up to 20 
mm. long. The erect inflorescences are produced from along the 
rhizomes, and carry one to three flowers, usually two. The flow- 
ers usually do not open very widely, and are about 10 mm. across. 
They are dull yellow, with longitudinal red stripes on the seg- 
ments. The lip is pink in colour. 

The habitat of B. lilianiae is one of nearly constant wetness 
from high rainfall and regular cloud cover, cool temperatures, 
but also bright light. It is a difficult combination to replicate, and 
B. lilianiae usually performs poorly in cultivation. 


Bulbophyllum boonjee B. Gray & D.L. Jones 


This is a miniature species, the smallest in its section. It forms 
small, compact clumps of flattened, contoured pseudobulbs 
about 6 mm. across. The dark green leaves are 25 to 30 mm. 
long, thin-textured and narrow. The inflorescence is up to 30 
mm. long and carries 3 or 4 flowers. The flowers are purple and 
only about 5 mm. wide. 

This fairly rare species inhabits tableland rainforests at mod- 
erate altitudes, where it grows on the upper trunks and limbs of 
rainforest trees. Originally known only from the Boonjee area, 
on the southeast side of the Atherton Tableland, it has also been 
recorded from Mt. Lewis, so it may have a wider range than pre- 
viously thought. 

It is a distinctive species, which is unlikely to have been con- 
fused with anything else, and its small size and uncommon 
occurrence probably account for its late discovery. 


Bulbophyllum newportii (Bailey) Rolfe and B. wilkianum 
Hunt 

Bulbophyllum newportii has long been recognised as a com- 
mon and widespread species from north Queensland, with a dis- 
tribution extending from at least as far south as Eungella, inland 
from Mackay, to Cooktown. It has also been reported from the 
Mcllwraith Range, on Cape York Peninsula. It occurs at moder- 
ate to high elevations, and grows in a variety of situations, in 
rainforest, cloud forest and wet eucalypt forest, on rocks and 
trees, sometimes in heavy shade, but also in moderately bright 
light. In many places it is an abundant species, and where con- 
ditions are suitable, it will grow into extensive clumps or mats. 

The conical pseudobulbs are up to 10 mm. tall and slightly 
ribbed, and the leaves are thin-textured and may reach 50 mm. in 
length. The bell-shaped flowers are carried on erect inflores- 
cences up to 60 mm. tall, with each inflorescence bearing 3 to 8 
flowers. The flowers are about 8 mm. across, and may be white, 
cream, pale green or flush pink. The narrow, curved labellum is 
yellow. 

However, in a situation similar to that which exists in the tax- 
onomy of the B. johnsonii group, the status of B. newportii has 
been brought into question. It has been suggested that the name 
B. wilkianum, generally listed as a synonym of B. newportii, 
should be considered to represent a legitimate species distinct 
from B. newportii. And, to further complicate the picture, it is 
proposed that B. wilkianum is actually the correct name for the 
common species known for years as B. newportii, and that the 
true B. newportii is, in fact, an uncommon species with a 
restricted distribution. 

The main distinguishing features between the two are given as 
the arrangement of the pseudobulbs on the rhizome (widely 
spaced in B. wilkianum, and close together in B. newportii), and 
the colour of the flowers (cream to pale yellow-green in B. 
wilkianum, and pink in B. newportii). Further research will be 
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required to accurately assess the limits of these species, and 
determine the status of each. 


Section 4 Fruticicola Schltr. 


Bulbophyllum radicans Bailey 


B. radicans commonly grows on rainforest trees but is also 
frequently seen on rocks in some places. It starts out as a small, 
more or less erect tuft of leaves, but as it increases in size with 
age, the rhizomes become pendulous, and the plant forms into a 
large clump, attached to the host by just the base of the plant. 

The bright, shiny-green leaves are up to 50 mm. long and 15 
mm. across. They are reasonably flat and slightly fleshy in tex- 
ture. The flowers are carried singly on short inflorescences, 
which are produced sparsely from along the rhizome, and are 
often obscured by the leaves. The flowers are up to 5 mm. 
across, fairly widely opening, and cream with red or orange-red 
longitudinal stripes on the segments. The labellum is orange or 
red. Occasional plants are seen where the flower is wholly yel- 
low. 

The distribution of B. radicans extends from the Eungella dis- 
trict, inland from Mackay, to around Cooktown. In the wet trop- 
ics it extends from near sea level, where it grows in heavily 
forested coastal gorges, to altitudes of up to 1000 metres in 
mountainous areas. In some places it is acommon species. The 
form of from Eungella produces shorter, fleshier leaves, but the 
flowers are not noticeably different. 


Section 5 Globiceps Schltr. 


Bulbophyllum evasum Hunt & Rupp 

This is an unusual species without any close relatives within 
the Australian orchid flora. 

It has a creeping, brittle rhizome, which attaches itself closely 
against the host. The small, ribbed pseudobulbs are spaced along 
the rhizome at intervals of about 20 mm., and the flat, oval- 
shaped leaves are up to 30 mm. long, and slightly fleshy in tex- 


Bulbophyllum evasum (photo D. Titmuss) 


16 


Bulbophyllum sladeanum (photo D. Titmuss) 


ture. The arching inflorescences are about 80 mm. long, and the 
flowers are packed tightly together on a capitulate head, which 
may measure 10 to 15 mm. across. The individual flowers are 
only a few millimetres in diameter, and are not widely opening. 
Up to 25 flowers may be carried on each inflorescence; they are 
reddish purple in colour. 

B. evasum grows at high altitudes in the cloud forests of far 
north Queensland, where in some places it is fairly common. It 
grows on the trunks and main limbs of rainforest trees, often 
amongst low growing mosses, forming loose, open colonies. It 
has also been seen growing on rocks and boulders. 

This species is difficult to maintain in cultivation. It is slow 
to establish, resents any disturbance, and is particularly sensitive 
to hot, dry conditions. 


Section 6 Polyblepharon Schitr. 


Bulbophyllum macphersonii Rupp 


B. macphersonii is another variable orchid which may repre- 
sent a composite species. Already, in recent years, B. sladeanum, 
(widely known for years as B. macphersonii var. spathulatum) 
has been endorsed as a separate species, and the variety of 
growth habits, leaf shapes and floral forms in B. macphersonii 
may eventually lead to further division. 

B. macphersonii 1s a common species with a wide distribution 
from Rockhampton to Cooktown. It grows on the trunks and 
branches of rainforest trees, usually at moderate to high altitudes, 
but in some places extends to fairly low elevations near the coast. 
It also occasionally grows on boulders and rock faces, sometimes 
in relatively exposed situations. It is interesting to note that in 
this species the flowers are non-resupinate, in that the labellum 
is above the column, making the flower appear to be upside- 
down, compared to most other orchids. 

The typical form of B. macphersonii is a low-growing, creep- 
ing species, which forms clumps or mats on rocks and tree 
trunks. The leaves are short, only about 10 mm. long, fleshy and 
channelled on their upper surfaces. The single, 10 mm. flowers, 


(photo M. Harrison) 
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Bulbophyllum windsorense, Mt. Windsor, Qld. 


which may be prolific on a large plant, are dark red to purple, 
fairly widely opening, and carried on short, erect flowering stems 
only about 15 mm. tall. The lateral sepals are fused into a single 
basal segment. The narrow, mobile labellum is red, and carries 
fine hairs along its margins. 

However, the variation in this species extends to plants which 
produce much longer leaves, up to 25 mm. long, and which tend 
to sit more or less upright, and lose the neater, more regular alter- 
nate arrangement of the smaller growing forms. As such, they are 
vegetatively indistinguishable from B. sladeanum. Also, flower 
size extends up to 15 mm. across, and flower colour ranges from 
purple, to pale pink, to almost white, and a green form is even 
known. Inflorescences may be up to 40 mm. tall. The labellum 
shape also varies, but remains long and fairly narrow, although 
not as narrow as in the typical form of B. macphersonii. 

B. macphersonii makes an excellent horticultural specimen, 
and will usually grow strongly, completely covering a cork or 
tree-fern fibre slab. It flowers mainly in autumn, often prolifi- 
cally, and although the flowers are small, a large plant in full 
bloom is a memorable sight. 


Bulbophyllum sladeanum A. Hawkes 


B. sladeanum is clearly aclose relative of B. macphersonii, but 
produces a considerably larger, dark purple flower, up to 25 mm. 
tall, with a wide, spoon-shaped labellum. It generally grows on 
the smaller, upper branches of trees in rainforest and cloud for- 
est above 800 metres on and around the Atherton Tableland. It 
is a most desirable horticultural species, but unfortunately is not 
often seen in cultivation. 


Section 7 Oxysepalum (Wight) Reichb. f. 


This section presently contains five tropical species, although 
it should be noted that B. schillerianum also occurs in the trop- 
ics, as previously discussed. The fairly recently described 
species B. windsorense and B. grandimesense have close affini- 
ties with B. wadsworthii, and may have been misidentified as 
forms of that species in the past, particularly in view of the obvi- 


Bulbophyllum wadsworthii, Mt. Baldy, Qld. (photo D. Titmuss) 
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ous vegetative similarities. A review of the distribution of B. 
wadsworthii probably needs to be undertaken. The cross-sec- 
tional profile of the leaf of each species is slightly different, but 
to the casual observer, the distinctions would not be immediately 
apparent. There are also subtle differences in floral form. 


Bulbophyllum wadsworthii Dockr. 


A common and widespread species in far north Queensland, 
B. wadsworthii produces pendulous rhizomes, up to 250 mm. 
long, but usually less, from which arise small, round pseudob- 
ulbs about 20 mm. apart, which carry thick, fleshy, cylindrical 
leaves. The leaves are usually about 40 mm. long, with a narrow 
channel running longitudinally down the middle of the upper 
surface. 

The short, single-flowered inflorescences arise from the rhi- 
zome, often prolifically on a large plant. The flowers are about 
6 mm. long, not widely opening, and are cream with a narrow, 
brown labellum. 

B. wadsworthii is distributed from Townsville to Cooktown. 
It grows on the trunks and main lateral branches of trees in rain- 
forest and cloud forest at moderate to high altitudes, in heavy 
shade to reasonably bright light. It also grows on the trunks of 
Cyathea tree ferns. It flowers mainly in the spring and usually 
performs well in cultivation. 


Bulbophyllum windsorense B. Gray & D. Jones 


B. windsorense is similar to B. wadsworthii, but is slightly less 
robust in plant form. From a more or less pendulous rhizome, it 
produces cylindrical , fleshy leaves up to 30 mm. long and 6 mm. 
in diameter, which are more deeply and widely channelled than 
B. wadsworthii. The flowers are up to 15 mm. long, much longer 
than B. wadsworthii, with attenuated tips to the segments, giving 
the flowers a somewhat feathery appearance. The flowers are 
uniformly creamy green. 

B. windsorense grows on rainforest and cloud forest trees at 
high altitudes. It was described from material collected on the 
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Mt. Windsor Tableland, but has since also been recorded from 
Mt. Lewis. It is an attractive species which grows well in culti- 
vation. 


Bulbophyllum grandimesense B. Gray & D. Jones 


This species also resembles B. wadsworthii, but is consider- 
ably less robust in plant form. It produces relatively slender, 
fleshy, cylindrical leaves, which are narrowly channelled, and 
the flowers, although similar to B. wadsworthii, are somewhat 
longer in the segments, and the lip is cream rather than brown. 
This species is apparently known only from the mountains 
between Daintree and Cooktown, where it grows on rainforest 
trees at moderate altitudes. 


Bulbophyllum gadgarrense Rupp 


This is another fleshy-leafed Bulbophyllum from north 
Queensland, related to but easily distinguished from B. 
wadsworthii. 

It produces pendulous rhizomes, with distinctive purple 
bracts, from which arise small, thin pseudobulbs, and cylindri- 
cal, succulent, broadly channelled leaves about 25 mm. long and 
4mm. across. The rhizomes on B. gadgarrense are narrower and 
tend to be more branching than in B. wadsworthii. 

The waxy flowers are produced singly but abundantly on short 
stalks from along the rhizome, are about 5 mm. long, and they 
open moderately. They are creamy white at the bases of the seg- 
ments, but become progressively more orange or orange/yellow 
towards the ends. The very tips of the segments are often 
vibrantly orange. 

B. gadgarrense grows on rainforest and cloud forest trees at 
altitudes above 700 metres, on and around the Atherton 
Tableland in far north Queensland. Its main flowering season is 
in spring. It grows well in cultivation, and after a few years 
makes up into a good specimen plant. 

There is a form of B. gadgarrense which has no purple bracts 
on the rhizomes, no short basal leaf stalk, and which produces 
pale yellow to cream flowers. The taxonomic status of this form 
has yet to be determined. 


Bulbophyllum lewisense B. Gray & D. Jones 


This is another relatively recently described species which, as 
the name indicates, grows on Mt. Lewis, at the northern end of 
the Atherton Tableland. It has also been recorded from the Mt. 
Windsor Tableland, a little further to the west. It may have been 
confused with B. gadgarrense, but it is easily distinguishable by 
its flatter, thinner leaves, and pure white flowers. 

In keeping with other members of its section, B. lewisense pro- 
duces pendulous rhizomes, although in this species they are 
sparse, and only seem to reach a maximum length of about 150 
mm., making the overall size of plants relatively small in com- 
parison. The pseudobulbs are small and rounded, and the leaves 
are a flat “V’ shape in profile, about 30 mm. long and 5 mm. 
wide, and not as fleshy as its relatives. The flowers are pure 
white, about 6 mm. long, and a little more widely opening than 
B. gadgarrense. 

B. lewisense grows on rainforest and cloud forest trees, on the 
outer branches as well as on the trunk, at moderate to high alti- 
tudes. It flowers in spring and can be a little difficult in cultiva- 
tion, especially during hot weather. 


Bulbophyllum in Cultivation 


From the point of view of cultivation, Bulbophyllum is like 
most other genera — some species are reliable, easy to grow 
plants, whilst others are practically impossible to keep alive for 
any reasonable length of time. It is difficult to fathom why this 
should be so, and there are often no obvious reasons why, for 
example, two species which share the same habitat, and may 
even grow in close association, will behave quite differently 
from one another in cultivation. 
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Generally speaking, most Bulbophyllums enjoy moist, humid 
and protected conditions, and in cultivation these preferences 
should be observed. They have relatively thin, short and 
unbranching roots, features which indicate an intolerance for dry 
conditions, especially for any extended period. Of course, this 
varies from species to species, although those from high rainfall 
areas may require daily watering throughout the year, particu- 
larly when grown as slab plants. 

Relatively cool conditions are also beneficial to most 
Bulbophyllums. Even in the tropics, most species occur in 
mountainous highlands, where the environment remains fairly 
cool and damp for much of the time. Regular, year-round rain- 
fall, as well as frequent fogs and mist, sustain the orchids inhab- 
iting these forests, and although many species are able to toler- 
ate reasonably bright levels of light, they dislike heat, and will 
suffer if temperatures get too high. 

In the warm, lowland tropical rainforests, conditions remain 
fairly constant throughout the year, and there are seldom 
extremes of high or low temperatures. Average temperatures are 
certainly much warmer than elsewhere, and winter-time mini- 
mums would only occasionally and briefly drop as low as 15°C. 
Protected by the jungle canopy, and nurtured by constant humid- 
ity, the truly tropical species enjoy an insular environment, and 
maximum temperatures during the warmer months may be 6°- 
8°C cooler within the rainforest than outside it. 

Because of their rambling or pendulous habits of growth, 
many species are cultivated on slabs, which allow plenty of room 
to move. Itis often surprising to see how much living plant mate- 
rial can be accommodated on a single slab, with the orchid grow- 
ing up and down, over and around, and sometimes completely 
obscuring the underlying slab. 

Tree-fern fibre is the most successful and commonly used slab 
material for most species. Itis free draining, but will retain some 
moisture between waterings. Probably the best tree-fern fibre is 


Bulbophyllum gadgarrense (photo D. Titmuss) 
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Bulbophyllum lewisense, Mt. Lewis, Qld. (photo M. Harrison) 


that obtained from Cyathea australis, commonly known as the 
rough tree fern. The fibre obtained from the thick, buttressed 
trunks of this species is known as hard black tree-fern fibre. 
Because of its tight, rigid structure, it can be cut into relatively 
small pieces and still maintain its structural integrity, or be left 
as bigger slabs for the larger growing species. 

Soft brown tree-fern fibre from Dicksonia antarctica is also 
useful, although the roots of some species are unwilling to pen- 
etrate this type of tree-fern fibre, perhaps because it is too natu- 
rally acidic. Also, soft brown tree-fern fibre can be quite mois- 
ture retentive, and watering needs to be closely monitored to 
avoid constantly wet conditions. However, for some species it 
makes an excellent host. 

Slabs of natural cork bark also figure strongly in the culture of 
Bulbophyllums, and orchid roots usually take readily to cork. 
However, it is not very moisture retentive, and this factor usually 
means extra watering is required. A number of other slab mate- 
rials have been used by growers with varying degrees of success, 
and these include weathered hardwood (good for B. globuliforme 
and B. minutissimum), coconut husk, lengths of natural timbers 
and ironbark totems. All are worth a try. 

In recent times, some growers have taken to cultivating their 
slab plants in a horizontal position on the bench, rather than ver- 
tically on a mesh frame. This method is especially useful in the 
early stages of establishment, when the plant requires extra mois- 
ture around its roots and rhizomes to avoid dehydration. After 
12 to 18 months, most species treated in this way will be well 
established, and they can then be positioned on an upright frame 
in the regular manner. However, there are a few species that 
really do resent any drying out, and these are best left in the hor- 
izontal position permanently. 

Whereas Bulbophyllums have conventionally been grown as 
slab plants, many of the larger growing species have proven quite 
amenable to pot culture. A fairly fine grade potting mix is 
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required, usually consisting of 60% fine pine bark, 20% small 
pebbles, 10% perlite and 10% chopped sphagnum moss, or 
something similar. Due to their relatively short root systems, 
only shallow pots, or squat pots, are required for most 
Bulbophyllums. Because of the extra watering generally 
required for the successful culture of these orchids, the fine mix 
will tend to break down more quickly than normal. About three 
years is the life expectancy, and repotting should be carried out 
before the plants begin to deteriorate. 

Sphagnum moss also makes an excellent potting medium, 
either on its own, or combined with polystyrene beads. Use only 
fresh, top grade sphagnum for the best results. Do not pack it too 
tightly into the pots, do not use fertilizers on it, or the surface will 
become slimy with algae and impede air flow through the pot, 
and do not neglect regular repotting. Sphagnum moss breaks 
down after 18 - 24 months, at which time your plants should be 
repotted into fresh sphagnum. The best way to remove spent 
sphagnum from the roots of the plant is to rinse it out in a bucket 
of water, and then carefully pull away the strands, while contin- 
uing to rinse. 

Hanging baskets are also used _ successfully for 
Bulbophyllums. Wooden baskets are probably best, as they 
allow the plants to ramble across the surface, and then down and 
around the sides without any impediment. For larger specimen 
plants, wire baskets may be required for extra capacity, and these 
also work quite well, although a larger grade of potting mix 
should be used in the bottom of the basket. A piece of shade- 
cloth, trimmed to fit the basket, will hold the potting mix in place, 
and yet still allow good drainage and air movement. 

Even many of the tropical species may be grown without arti- 
ficial heating during winter in the southern states, as long as they 
are provided with protection from frost, and as slab plants they 
take up little space in the orchid house. 

Interest in Bulbophyllums is at an all-time high, with many 
enthusiasts specialising in these orchids. The diversity of floral 
form never fails to fascinate, with a seemingly endless array of 
dramatic shapes, bizarre appendages and striking colours and 
colour combinations. Some of the perfumes are interesting as 
well. They really are wonderful plants, with species for all sea- 
sons and all tastes. 
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Cypripedium guttatum growing partly concealed under low shrubs on a 
grassy slope near Zhongdian at an altitude of about 3250m. The mean 
temperature in Zhongdian is 13°C during the summer months and -3°C 
during winter; summer maximums average 19°C. This and other Chinese 
cypripediums would be difficult to grow in Australia, except perhaps by ski 


resort operators! 


Sf 


Cypripedium flavum. Some of the flowers of this species found elsewhere 
were a deeper yellow with more orange-brown spots or blotches on their 
labellum, petals and sepals. Photo : Dieter Weise. 
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Cypripediums 


in Shangri-La, China 


he genus Cypripedium contains about 

forty species, all native to the northern 
hemisphere; they are not widely known or 
grown in Australia. Most are found in 
nature where the summers are cool and the 
winters freezing. All flower during spring 
or summer and lose their leaves in winter. 
Common American species include C. 
acaule, C. arietinum, C. calceolus, C. ira- 
peanum and C. reginae. Perhaps the most 
well known species is Cypripedium cal- 
ceolus, and that mainly because of its 
highly endangered status in Britain, where 
for a number of years only one plant 
remained in the wild. Its location was 


carefully concealed and a round-the-clock 


2 ree Reta 
Clump of Cypripedium flavum. Photo : Dieter Weise. 
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by Brian Milligan 


guard mounted over it during the flower- 
ing season! After much research and 
many failures, _ nursery-propagated 
seedlings were eventually raised at Kew 
and re-introduced into the wild. Eleven 
years after re-introduction, the first of 
these flowered last summer! Fortunately, 
the species is much more common in 
Germany, France and Switzerland than in 
Britain. 

Cypripedium species are also found in 
China, Japan, Korea and northern India. 
This article describes some of those that I 
and others found during a trip to northern 
Yunnan Province (China) in June, 2001. 
Our party was led by Canberra-based 


A faded flower of Cypripedium yunnanense. The photograph was taken 


botanist Ben Wallace and his Chinese- 
born wife Xiaomei. Yunnan, one of 21 
Chinese provinces, is in south-west China 
and borders Laos and Vietnam in the 
south, Burma in the west and Tibet in the 
north-west. The province, roughly twice 
the area of Victoria, is tropical in the south 
but alpine in the north, where China’s 
highest mountain (Mei Li) reaches an alti- 
tude of 6740m. 

Our search for orchids concentrated on 
the Zhongdian and Deqin districts, pro- 
moted by Chinese tourism authorities as 
Shangri-La. This Tibetan phrase, meaning 
Sun and Moon in Heart, refers to the state 
of mind sought by the peaceful and devout 


in mid-June, a month later than the peak flowering season for this species. 
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Cypripedium tibeticum. 


(mainly Tibetan) inhabitants of this remote 
mountain region. Zhongdian township, 
located about 200Km from the border with 
Tibet, lies in a long, flat valley bounded by 
low hills, although ultimately these rise to 
mountain ranges reaching over 5000m in 
altitude. Zhongdian itself is at an altitude 
of 3200m (almost 11,000ft), posing con- 
siderable problems for unfit, overweight 
visitors like me, who rapidly become 
breathless when climbing mountain-sides 
in search of cypripediums! 

Most of the cypripediums pictured were 
found growing on a gently sloping hillside 
above Napa Hai (Lake Napa) about 10km 
from Zhongdian. Scattered singly or in 
small groups, these cypripediums often 
shelter beneath low shrubs, where they 
escape the attention of grazing cattle. 
Fortunately, there are plans to declare this 
area a nature sanctuary, which may pro- 
vide the orchids and other wildflowers 
with better protection. Even in mid-sum- 
mer, the weather was cool and the ground 
damp. Summer temperatures in 
Zhongdian average only 13°C, with daily 
maximums usually below 20°C, while the 
temperature seldom rises above freezing 
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Pleione bulbocodioides in habitat. 


Cypripedium lichiangense differs from the above species in having a pair 
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of heavily blotched, prostrate leaves, a very short stem and flowers with 
an upright dorsal sepal and petals that embrace the pouch. 


Unlike other cypripediums, Cypripedium lichian- 
gense grows in poor soil under conifers on very 
steep mountain slopes. Pleione bulbocodioides 
was found growing nearby. 


— Mi 


A typical butcher’s shop in Zhongdian. My best advice to diners is to eat 


during winter. Of an average rainfall of 
620mm, most (400mm) falls during sum- 
mer, while winter is quite dry. 

Cypripedium guttatum, the smallest of 
the cypripediums found, usually grew in 
clusters of 10-20 plants, invariably in the 
shelter of dwarf shrubs and other vegeta- 
tion. The flowers are white, so heavily 
blotched with red that one could equally 
say that they were red, blotched with 
white! The spherical pouch is about 
15mm in diameter, while the petals and 
dorsal sepal are 15-20mm long. The 
flower stem is approximately 150mm tall 
and carries two broad leaves and a single 
flower. 

Both the plant and flowers of 
Cypripedium flavum are more substantial, 
the single flower being carried on a 300- 
350mm stem which also bears 3-6 large 
leaves. Most flowers are yellow-green and 
carry red or brown spots on the pouch and 
sometimes also on the sepals and petals. 
The ellipsoid pouch and dorsal sepal are 
each 30-40mm long. This species was the 
most common of the cypripediums found, 
occurring at several sites, sometimes in 
large colonies. 


e =f 


first and then worry what it was and where it came from later! One of our 
tastiest dishes turned out to be deep-fried sparrows!! 
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Mountain villages have been built wherever there is sufficient soil and A herdsm 
warmth to grow wheat and corn (up to an altitude of about 3300m). The 
wheat crop must be harvested and dried on the rooftops before the onset 


of heavy summer rains in late June. 


Only a few plants of Cypripedium yun- 
nanense were found, all at the Napa Hai 
site. They carried pink flowers with darker 
stripes, although published descriptions 
indicate that the flowers are usually rose- 
red orred-purple. The main flowering sea- 
son is May, and it seems likely that the 
flower pictured is old and faded. The 200- 
300mm stems usually bear three or four 
leaves and a terminal flower with an ellip- 
soid pouch 20-30mm long. 

Perhaps the most striking of all four 
cypripediums found at Napa Hai was 
Cypripedium tibeticum. Its large, nodding 
purple or plum-red flowers were carried on 
150-300mm stems, which usually also 
supported three leaves. The flattened, 
globular pouch varied from 35-60mm in 
diameter. The dorsal sepal overhangs the 
pouch and thus shelters its interior from 
rain. 

Several other terrestrial orchids were 
found at Napa Hai, none of them as spec- 
tacular as the cypripediums. 
Cephalanthera longifolia carried several 
small white flowers, only one or two being 
open together. Oreorchis foliosa was more 
colorful, bearing about a dozen tiny yellow 
flowers on a 250mm stem. Many other 
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flowering plants grew at this site. Most 
colorful was the brilliant red Incarvillia 
zhongdianensis with flowers resembling 
those of a Colombian Miltonia hybrid in 
size and shape. There were also blue pop- 
pies, a dwarf iris and a close relative of the 
Swiss edelweiss. 

Later during our trip we found a fifth 
Cypripedium species, C. lichiangense, 
which is quite different in character to the 
others and arguably the most impressive of 
all. The plants grew beneath conifers on a 
very steep hillside in the Ge Za valley at an 
altitude of about 3500m. We found a num- 
ber of plants growing in thin, poor soil lit- 
tered with pine needles; each carried two, 
almost circular leaves lying flat on the 
(steeply sloping) ground. The dark green 
leaves were heavily covered with purplish 
brown blotches, measured about 100mm 
in diameter, and seemed to cradle the sin- 
gle flower. Its petals enfolded the pouch, 
rather that being held widespread, while its 
dorsal sepal was held erect. Pleione bul- 
bocodioides also grew on the same hill- 
side. A single representative of a sixth 


an’s hut in the Bai Mang mountains, where the herdsmen live a 
lonely summer existence with their cattle-yak hybrids, specially bred to 
withstand the high altitude and winter cold. 


Cypripedium species, C. plectrochilum, 
was later found near Lijiang by other 
members of our party. Its small flowers 
have a pale pink pouch and chocolate 
brown sepals and petals. 

Readers should not get the impression 
that cypripediums are the main flowering 
plants to be found in the Zhongdian and 
Degin districts. In fact, they are quite rare 
in comparison with the many rhododen- 
drons, euphorbias, asters and anemones 
that carpet some fields and hillsides - the 
whole region is a flower-lover’s paradise! 
The inhabitants welcome visitors and to 
see how they happily live and work in such 
a harsh climate is a revelation that adds an 
extra dimension to a visit to Shangri-La. 

All photographs, except those of 
Cypripedium flavum (kindly provided 
by Dieter Weise), were taken by the 
author. fa 
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Rhododendrons are the most common flowering plants in Shangri-La and 


elsewhere in Yunnan province. The English plant hunter George Forrest 
alone found and described over 300 different species! This is 


Rhododendron decorum. 
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Sarcochilus hartmanniu 
and Blue Knob 


he Tweed Valley is the most northern 

part of New South Wales. The valley 
is dominated by Mount Warning, the plug 
of an ancient shield volcano, which was 
formed millions of years ago. 
Subsequently, natural processes of erosion 
have sculptured the surrounding landscape 
in a most dramatic way. The valley today 
is enclosed by a caldera of steep, and in 
places, almost vertical cliff faces. 

The town of Murwillumbah nestles 
alongside the Tweed River and is sur- 
rounded by three major World Heritage 
listed National Parks. Lamington National 
Park in Queensland runs along the rim of 
the valley to the north. The Border Ranges 
National Park runs along the escarpment 
to the west and Nightcap National Park 
forms the southern boundary to the valley. 

The valley and the surrounding areas 
have hot and humid summers accompa- 
nied by heavy rainfall. This last end of 
January and the first few weeks of 
February yielded over 550 mm (22”) of 
rain. Winters are mild (notice 
Murwillumbah often has the highest win- 
ter temperatures) but odd days see a frost 
or two in the low-lying areas. 

The whole of the ranges from the north 
to the south are home to one of Australia’s 
most beautiful native orchids: Sarcochilus 
hartmannii. Hobbyists know many vary- 
ing forms of this wonderful orchid, but the 
one that conjures up thoughts of great 
vigour and beauty is the so-called “Blue 
Knob” form. 

Blue Knob is a part of the Nightcap 
range running across the southern limits 
of the valley. On the western end of this 
range is a 900m high knob of rock, which 
is at the end of a very steep and equally 
high ridge of some three kilometres in 
length. It is known as “Blue Knob” 
because from other distant parts of the 
valley it appears ‘blue’ in the same way as 
the Blue Mountains west of Sydney 
appear so. 

The ridge on which the Knob sits runs 
parallel to the coast and thus basically 
faces west. It is here on the grassy slopes 
of this ridge that S. hartmannii (the so 
called “Blue Knob” form) used to grow in 
great profusion. I have never discovered 
whether any plants actually grow on the 
“Knob” itself, and I doubt that they would 
as it is just bare rock. But on the ridge 
plants do grow, their roots running deep 
into the nooks and crannies of the rocks 
and grass. The fact that most of these 


By Ken Eldridge 


Grassy cliff face Blue Knob/Mt. Burrell 933m (photo K. Eldridge) 


plants face west and are exposed to the 
harsh afternoon sun is quite amazing. 
Their roots are well hidden by the thick 
grass which covers the slope and often in 
the early mornings and on rainy days, the 
mountain top is covered in thick cloud and 
mist. There seems to be lots of air move- 
ment as these clouds come and go, some- 
times with astonishing rapidity. To emu- 
late these conditions within a bush house 
environment is no easy matter. However 
S. hartmannii is a most accommodating 
plant and thrives happily in conditions 
which are not always the same as those 
described. On the opposite ridge in the 
Border Ranges National Park I have seen 
plants growing that face east and other 
than the difference in direction have simi- 
lar conditions. However the clones from 
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Sphinx Rock 790m northern end of Blue Knob, Nightcap National Park (photo K. 


Border Ranges and from Lamington are 
quite different from the Blue Knob ones. 
The flowers are not always of the quality 
of the Blue Knob plants. These two ridges 
are separated by the Tweed River which 
runs quietly between them hundreds of 
metres below where the plants are. 

It is almost fifty years ago now, that I 
first saw these plants in the wild. We 
scaled the southern end of the ridge from 
the Nimbin road and made our way along 
the top towards the Knob. It was stinking 
hot and extremely difficult to negotiate as 
there was no track, and although we had 
started early in the morning we were soon 
exhausted. It was November! Flowering 
time for the plants. There were masses of 
white flowers dotting the steep grassy 
slopes. When I say steep I mean steep! It 
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Sarcochilus hartmannii from Blue Knob. (photo 
M. Webb) 


was almost a vertical drop to the valley 
floor below. Most of the plants grow in the 
more inaccessible places. We did observe 
some plants that were startling, and on one 
occasion I went for a closer look and expe- 
rienced the closest call with death I have 
ever had! With hundreds of metres of air 
below me and a few mere centimetres of 
foothold, I ended up stranded on the wrong 
side of a bulging rock and could not nego- 
tiate the return. My partner had to get a 
rope; tie it to a small tree and lower it down 
to me. I then gingerly made my way up to 
a safer level. My nerves were shattered 
beyond belief, and we decided to call it 
quits. We made the return journey down to 
the car some four kilometres distant. By 
now it was nearing afternoon and the sun 
was beating down mercilessly and sapping 
what little energy we had. 

Between us we took eight clones from 
the Knob and almost fifty years later I still 
have all of these growing and flowering 
well, with many divisions given away over 
the years. My love affair with “sarcs” 
really began that day and growing and 
flowering S. hartmannii and its hybrids 


still gives me much pleasure, even today. 

Today I would not even consider such a 
foolhardy exploit and I feel a sense of great 
shame as I write this article for I believe 
we should be doing everything in our 
power to conserve our native flora, be it 
orchidaceous or otherwise. Nurseries 
have superior clones of nearly all our 
natives and these are readily available; so 
plundering the environment is not only 
illegal but also quite unnecessary. 

One particular clone of S. hartmannii 
gathered that day was of such quality that 
it was worthy of having its genes added to 
the pool of breeding so I crossed it with a 
superior clone, which I owned, that had 
been bred by Ted Gregory. The resulting 
progeny have flowered with very pleasing 
results. 

Sarcochilus hartmannii and its hybrids 
are magnificent plants and are relatively 
easy to cultivate in my conditions. I grow 
my plants under 70% shade cloth in a north 
facing bush house which is close to a large 
area underneath an elevated part of the 
house. Under the house there is always a 
pool of cool air, which I have observed, 
moves out and across the plants on very 
hot days. I keep the floor moist and mist 
the plants in the afternoon. They receive 
the same fertilizer as the other orchids 
which is HSO 22 in the growing season 
and HSO 12 at other times; with the occa- 
sional use of Nitrosol or Fish Emulsion 
and a twice a year dose of calcium nitrate. 
I use a mix of bark and stone with some 
polystyrene mixed through. The mix is 
kept moist but never allowed to be wet for 
extended periods. 

S. hartmannii can grow into massive 
plants and care is needed to keep the mix 
fresh and sweet when plants become large. 
A specimen in full bloom is a sight to 
behold. If you have never tried a 
Sarcochilus, why not have a go! They are 
very rewarding plants. 

Ken Eldridge 
P.O. Box 1113 
Murwillumbah, NSW 2484 


Specimen plant of Sarcochilus hartmannii from Blue Knob. (photo T. Gregory) 
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Our Li 


ick and I have been involved with 
Mi crenias for a very long time. 
Eighteen months after our marriage in 
1958 we moved into our own home. In 
April 1960, Mick asked his mother for a 
plant of Cattleya skinneri, of which she 
had two large plants, which looked mag- 
nificent in flower as is usual for this 
species. 

Mother (Sarah, now 94 years old) potted 
up a nice piece that she gave to him on his 
27th birthday, five days earlier our first 
son, Michael was born. Thus began our 
life together with orchids. At times I jok- 
ingly threatened to get a divorce and name 
the orchids which seemed to take up more 
and more of my young husband’s time. 
Every orchid grower knows one orchid is 


Mick with his first award, Oncidium flexuosum, 
with over 1200 blooms, October 1969 


never enough and his collection under the 
front patio and stairs of our highset home 
soon needed more room. 

We had a great display of ‘Cooktown 
Orchids’ (the only name known to us then) 
the floral emblem of Queensland. These 
were given to us by the old gentleman next 
door, whose daughter had a property in the 
Laura area where he said these orchids 
were flowering everywhere (even on fence 
posts!!) He thought the orchids belonged 
to me and asked would I like him to bring 
some back next time he went to see his 
daughter. We were both delighted and told 
him so. 

He rang us and we met a ‘Bush Pilots’ 
plane and collected a sugar bag full of all 
shades from soft mauve to deep purple. 
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ves in the Orchid World 


by Thelma Keith 


We noticed also a variation of shape and 
size, though we knew nothing about these 
orchids in those days. On a later holiday 
with his daughter (who we eventually met) 
he brought us back the alba form (pure 
white) but one better shape than the others. 
We nurtured these orchids that we grew on 
tea-tree with Mother Keith’s advice and 
fertilised them with blood and bone. They 
were magnificent under the front patio of 
our new highset house and we were quite 
proud of them. 

This display of ‘Cooktown Orchids’ 
(Dendrobium bigibbum) was to win us our 
first prize in orchids at a Townsville 
Orchid Society Autumn show. Mick read 
to me a piece in the Townsville Daily 
Bulletin, offering a prize for the best dis- 
play of our Floral Emblem. The competi- 
tion could only be entered by anyone who 
was not a society member. Of course we 
won, hands down -so to speak. 

After this win we built our first orchid 
house of Burnie Board casing (slats) and 
Railway line. (he worked in the railway 
then as a train fireman) The casing was 
free and the posts or rail cost one Aus. 
pound per rail ($2). This was the first of the 
orchid houses we built. In July, 1963 while 
Mick was studying for his steam and diesel 
ticket to become a train driver our second 
son Larry was born in 1963. Mick began as 
an acting Driver and between shifts and 
jobs out of town grew his orchids magnif- 
icently. He secured his first Queensland 
Orchid Society award (a Certificate of 
Cultural Merit) for Oncidium flexuosum in 
February 1970. The second orchid house 
of Angle Iron and shade cloth was 
smashed by Cyclone Althea on Christmas 
Eve 1971. 

In February 1972 Mick took a transfer 
to the West as a fulltime Engine Driver. 
That same year we decided to build our 
first Quarantine House and started to 
import. We eventually imported both 
orchids and foliage plants for our nursery, 
which we named “Keiths” to please 
Mick’s dad who often spoke of his father 
who had migrated from Scotland. 

Mick was already a member of the 
Townsville Orchid Society, joining in 
1967. His mother was also a member. I 
would not join because of our young chil- 
dren but study group meetings, Field Day 
morning teas, barbecues etc. were some- 
times held at our place and so I soon knew 
everyone. Now, my husband told me I had 


to join and show his orchids to enable him 
to continue on and not has to start over 
again, in the ‘Novice Class’. I remember 
the then President the late Mr. Maurie 
Watson (a very well respected gentleman 
who, with his wife, Jean were very popu- 
lar members) saying to me “I hear you are 
going to join us, Mrs. Keith’. I replied 
“Yes, owing to circumstances beyond my 
control”. And that was how Maurie 
announced me as a ‘New Member’ at the 
following monthly meeting, saying they 
all knew me anyway. 

Our sons attended meetings with us and 
made good friends with children of other 
orchid growers. They all appeared from 
their outside get- togethers for biscuits at 
cuppa time. A family togetherness was 
evident then at the meetings. Years later, 


they are still. People come from other 
parts of Australia to enjoy our June 
Conference and beautiful weather. The 
late Frank Slattery was our Patron from its 
beginnings. In fact helped bring the North 
Queensland orchid growers together with 
the TQOC, as it is fondly called. Frank and 
Jean would travel up every year to attend 
this popular event. Jean would judge the 
Floral Art and the ladies hung on her every 
word on orchid floral art. Since Frank 
passed away Jean is now Patron. 

We have made friends worldwide in the 
‘Orchid World’. I call them “Orchid 
Relations” and it is always a pleasure to 
see them. One of the occasions Mick trea- 
sures memories of is the Frank Slattery 
presentation night held in Sydney. We both 
also treasure memories of Gerald 


Mick in 1998 with his prize-winning, Grammatophyllum multiflorum, growing under a tree at the nursery. 


Larry started our orchid flasking and 
Michael and his wife continued as Stella 
had the time to spend. Some hybrids were 
made, some species seeded and flasking 
was done for other growers. 

Mick has received many awards and 
prizes over the years not only in North 
Queensland. but also at conferences 
around Australia and overseas. 

We have taken positions in the 
Townsville Orchid Society (now Inc) and 
the Tropical Orchid Council (now also 
Inc.) and I have held positions in 
Townsville District Orchid and Allied 
Plants over the many years. The Tropical 
Queensland Orchid Council weekends 
were our first introduction to ‘Orchid 
Conferences’ and what great weekends 
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McCraiths 90th Birthday Party in 
Melbourne. I have in my memorabilia a 
photo of Gerald’s late wife, Nell, who I 
always enjoyed talking to at conferences. 
Our many Australian friends and cus- 
tomers are too numerous to mention and 
we have had many good times with them. 

There are so many people who have 
touched our lives through the orchids and 
orchid conferences. Martin Motes from 
Florida, who with his family has stayed 
with us in Townsville. Andy Easton, then 
from New Zealand (now America) who. 
gave me my first chance to lead a judging 
group at a World Orchid Conference. Our 
friend from long ago Frank Shride and 
wife Ruth from the then Bealls Orchid 
Company, Seatle. We were _ then, 


25 


SHADE CLOTH 


DISCOUNT PRICES 
Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 
Y 1830mm 
A Iv perm per 50m roll perm per 50m roll 
TOP Qu TEED 30% (v/light) GREEN $5.25 $245 $10.51 $490 
AN Ss 50% (light) GREEN, BLACK $4.50 $200 $9.00 $400 
MALL OBEN init” ceasan Sb oe ip 
% (heavy. EEN, 6. .00 by 
sMA ROBL per 30m roll per 30m roll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 $41 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $181.50 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3’) and 
1830mm (6') wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 33560162 Country Orders Welcome. 
ALL CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


AOR 035 


Proprietors lan & Michele Lonne 
Compact Dendrobium Antelope Hybrids 
We'll send you, good plants 
12 different 3” pot size plants, our choice 
of D. canaliculatum and carronii hybrids 
some near to their first flowering. 


12 Plants, for only $110.00 


sent Express Post Free 


Phone: (07) 4054 1746 Fax: (07) 4033 1746 


PO. Box 404E, Earlville, 4870, AUSTRALIA 
Nursery at 15 Hoad Street, Cairns 


PALMASTON 
ORCHIDS 


Lot 6, Old Palmeston Highway 
Innisfail, Qld. 4860 
Phone/Fax: (074) 064 4136 
Mobile: 040 927 3094 


email address: 
orchids@lonnes.com.au 


to travel this 
summer? 


Visit us at Tinonee 


Vandaceous 
Orchids 


Limited Mericlone and Hybrid 
Seedings available 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Write for latest catalogue 


in the centre of the peaceful 


Manning Valley, just 


3-1/2 hours easy drive from Sydney. 


Paphiopedilums 
Species and Primary Hybrids 
SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 
Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 
Delivery Skyroad door to door. 
Up to 3kg — $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 


PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 


website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 


Open every day except 


Sundays & Christmas Day. 


Sinonee Orchids 


768 Tinonee Road, 
Tinonee NSW 2430 
Phone/Fax (02) 6553 1012 
Email: clement@tpg.com.au 


AOR 173 


AOR 038 


How Your 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 


If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 

Department AORMAG 

6000 South Olive Avenue 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33405-4199 
Telephone 561-585-8666 

Fax 561-585-0654 

E-mail TheAOS@compuserve.com 
Web site orchidweb.org 


AmOrcSoc_mono 
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Australian agents for Bealls orchids. 

Mick has held orchid growing 
classes at the nursery for some years 
and most of these people went on to join 
the orchid society as he advised. And 
our home, which was then at the nurs- 
ery was known as the best motel in town 
when orchid occasions arrived. We 
have had some hilarious occasions and 
some touching moments with orchid 
people. 

Sadly, times have changed- and not 
only in the orchid world. Gone are 
some of the nurseries and their owners 
out of the conference arena. I loved to 
listen to some of these people lecture on 
the triploid and tetraploid breeding of 
Cymbidiums etc. even though we could 
not grow Cymbidiums up here. I would 
enjoy any lecture on orchids at the con- 
ferences, that is if it was well presented. 
And that brings to my mind David 
Banks who we first heard speak in 
Toowoomba in 1989. He was a young 
man like our sons and we were 
impressed. He is very knowledgeable 
and Mick sometimes calls on_ his 
knowledge on orchids. David is always 
very friendly and helpful. 

Mick and I have both spoken in the 
business and plant world, I have also 
spoken on foliage plants and floristry 
which I started first with orchids and 
then moved on to all flowers. I took up 
orchid judging many years ago to help 
us understand what the judges were 
looking for. I have judged both orchids 


and foliage at the agricultural and horti- 
cultural shows in North Queensland. I 
have also judged at the conferences 
wherever we went and was grateful to 
have taken part in this very important 
part of orchid growing. Mick was never 
interested in becoming a judge. 

We think our lives have been very 
full and rewarding because of our expe- 
riences with orchids and orchid growers 
but like all of our friends we are slow- 
ing down. We do still help out at the 
nursery with our sons. But we can 


come and go as we please and after trav- 
elling around Australia with a van in the 
far north this year we feel we are enjoy- 
ing ourselves without losing touch with 
the orchids. Of course we went to see 


orchid friends while we were there. 
Thank God for the orchid species of 
the world that have encouraged the 
many and varied orchid hybrids. 
Anyone who has had the experience of 
growing orchids, of nursing carefully 
their babies, waiting with baited breath 
for that new growth or is it a flower 
bud? Packing up diligently their flow- 
ering orchids for display in the orchid 
show, obtaining that something differ- 
ent in orchids etc. And of course meet- 
ing those orchid people you have only 
read about. What a Great Experience 
Thelma Keith 
78 McAlister Street 
Oonoonba 
Townsville, Queensland 4811 


Joan and Lindley Taylor 
LYCASTE FLASKS 


No. of Flasks 


E0011 Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ x 


Lyc. Macama ‘Aline’ OK 
E0012 Lyc. Macama ‘Aline’ x 
Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis OK 


E0013 Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ x 
Lyc. Macama ‘Atlantis’ 


E0014 Lyc. Macama ‘Atlantis’ x 
Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ OK 

E0015 Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ x 
Lyc. Macama ‘Jocelyn’ 


E0016 Lyc. Macam ‘Jocelyn’ x 
Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ OK 


E0017 Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ x Lyc. Barbara 
Sanders (skinnerii x Balliae) OK 


E0019 Lyc. Gyra (Koolena x Jason) x 
Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ OK 


E0020 Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ x Lyc. Gyra OK 


E0021 Lycasteria Alkina (Darius x Lyc. 
Auburn) x Sunset ‘The Prince’ Limited 


E0022 Lyc. Sunset “The Prince’ x 


Limited 


Limited 


Lycasteria Alkina OK 
E0023 Lyc. Sunset ‘The Prince’ x 

Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ OK 
E0024 Lyc. Bega ‘Atlantis’ x 

Lyc. Sunset “The Prince’ OK 


E0025 Lyc. Sunset ‘The Prince’ x 
Lyc. Macama ‘Atlantis’ 


E0026 Lyc. Macama ‘Atlantis’ x 
Lyc. Sunset “The Prince’ 


Limited 


Limited 
Cost per flask: $50.00 (15% deposit with order) 


= Erindale Orchids 


250 Koroit Street, Warrnambool 3280 
Tel: 03 5562 5806 Fax: 03 5561 7006 
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VALE 
Frederick Graydon (1914-2001) 


he orchid fraternity of Northern New South Wales lost a life long friend with 
the passing of Fred on the 26th April 2001. 

Fred was born in Lismore on the 19th July 1914. In 1933 Fred married his wife 
Joyce and they lived in the Mullumbimby area with their three children. 

He accepted a position with Flick Pest Control in Murwillumbah, and the 
family later moved to Wellington. 

He moved back to Lismore to manage the local Flick office in 1959, and took 
up residence in Dalley Street. 

He and Joyce became members of the Northern Rivers Orchid Society, now 
City of Lismore Orchid Society Inc. In 1962 they won Champion Australian 
Native Orchid with Dendrobium falcorostrum, first winners of the ‘G & H I Hobbs 
Cup’. He gained life membership in 1977 to the City of Lismore Orchid Society 
Inc. 

In 1977 Fred’s life-long partner Joyce passed away and left a hole in his life that 
would never be filled. In 1971 Fred was the instigator in the formation of the 
Northern Rivers Orchid Species Society. He was foundation president and was 
awarded life membership in December 1988. 

Many an orchid story was told sitting on the front verandah of Fred’s residence 
in Dalley Street, with a friendly smile he was always ready to have a chat or give 
some good advice from his vast experience in orchid culture. 

Fred will be sadly missed by his many friends in the orchid world, and we 
extend our condolences to his family. | 

Tom Maxwell & Steven J. Muldoon 
Lismore 


WELCOMES 
EDITORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


Please ensure that all 
slides and photographs 
are clearly marked with 
the author’s name and 

address 


Address editorial to: 
The Editor, D. P. Banks, 
Australian Orchid Review, 
14 McGill Street, Lewisham 
NSW 2049 AUSTRALIA 


Email: 
dpbanks @ ozemail.com.au 


AOR 065 
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Orchid Roots and Rest Periods 


hat’s most important to an orchid - 

its roots or its leaves? Actually, it all 
depends on the orchid. Some orchids 
never have leaves. One example is 
Dipodium roseum, commonly called the 
hyacinth orchid because its pink flowers 
resemble those of the hyacinth. It’s often 
found flowering under trees in the moun- 
tains in Summer. 

Dipodium roseum and many other 
saprophytic orchids rely on mycorrhizal 
fungi growing in association with tree 
roots to provide them with all the nutrients 
that they need. D. roseum therefore has no 
need for leaves, only a stem to support its 
flowers, which of course are needed if it is 
to reproduce itself through seed. 

Other leafless orchids, such as the epi- 
phytic = Polyrrhiza lindenii and 
Chiloschista lunifera, are not saprophytic 
and need to manufacture their own sugars 
and other components necessary for plant 
growth. They do so in the same manner as 
leafed orchids, that is, by photosynthesis 
from water and carbon dioxide, using the 
green pigment chlorophyll as catalyst. 
The only difference is that these leafless 
orchids carry chlorophyll in their roots, 


By Brian Milligan 


whereas it’s present in the leaves of most 
orchids. 

Many orchids have leaves for only part 
of the year. Common examples in our col- 
lections are Bletilla striata, Pleione for- 
mosana and many of our native terrestrial 
orchids. The first two lose their leaves in 
Autumn, leaving only their tubers to sur- 
vive the icy winters of their natural habi- 
tats. In contrast, greenhoods and donkey 
orchids lose their leaves in late Spring, 
leaving their tubers underground to sur- 
vive our hot, dry summers. 

Some epiphytic orchids survive stress- 
ful times in their native habitats, usually 
cool dry times, by entering what orchid 
growers call a rest period. They indicate 
their intention of entering this phase by 
gradually extending the protective layer of 
velamen that normally covers most of the 
root until the green, actively growing tip is 
completely encompassed. 

Once the root tip is completely 
enveloped in velamen, it absorbs water 
and nutrients much less efficiently and the 
plant drastically slows its growth. Flower 
spikes may continue to grow and buds to 
open, but the energy for these processes is 


AUSTMOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS 


Regenerated Tasmania sphagnum 
moss. Supplying the requirements of 
individual growers, clubs and 
Societies with high quality sphagnum 
moss. Wet fresh harvested moss now 
available. 

Packs from 6 litres to 700 litres. 
Contact: 

Austmoss 81 Rowbottoms Road, 
GRANTON TAS. 7030. 

Phone: 03 6263 7753 or 0411 30 7753 
or Fax 03 6263 7987. 


email: austmoss @ southcom.com.au 
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k pe) ERR CHRISTMA 

is EW YEAR 
5 @ YAP : 
@ “THE SPECIES SPECIALISTS” =< ————— 

; © 4 suc sheet, Wet, NSW, 2472 BoE EA LOR 

|S Phe: 02 68 2695 Fox: 02 6682 2005 witty Loty of NEW Species. | 

= Email: sales@easyorchids com ee 


OrcHipaceous Boos 


Specialist supplier of ORCHID BOOKS 
The Orchids of the Philippines 


Jim Cootes 


232 p; 338 colour photos and descriptions 
covers over 300 species — $77.50 + post 


Bulbophyllums and Their Allies 
A Grower’s Guide 


Emily S. Siegerist 


ed be 77 colour photos. 375 bulbophyllums 
and 170 related genera most likely to be found 
in cultivation - $77.60 + post 


Catalogue available on request. 

Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
Email: gmuller@mary.big.net.au 


derived from nutrients already stored in 
the pseudobulbs. 

Because orchids absorb little water or 
nutrients through their roots during the rest 
period, frequent watering and fertilising at 
this time is unnecessary and may be harm- 
ful. It only encourages root rot and break- 
down of the potting mix. 

Common examples of orchids that enter 
a rest period during Winter are Laelia 
anceps, Oncidium varicosum and _ its 
hybrids, vandas and cattleyas. But not all 
orchids have a rest period during Winter. 
The root tips of these orchids do not 
become sealed with velamen, and the 
plants continue to grow, albeit at a reduced 
rate. Cymbidiums are a prime example. 
They benefit from continued watering and 
fertilising during Winter, although at a 
much less frequent rate than in Summer. 

So, how do you tell which orchids need 
arest period during Winter from those that 
don’t? It’s simply a matter of examining 
the root tips. If they are green and shiny, 
the orchid is still growing actively. But if 
the root tips are no longer shiny and are 
completely sealed with velamen, then the 
orchid has entered its rest period and it 
should be watered much less frequently, 
perhaps once every two or three weeks. 
Occasional misting of the foliage of these 
plants, especially in bright weather, will 
help to keep them from excessive dehy- 
dration. 

As Spring arrives, these ‘resting’ 
orchids will show signs of re-awakening 
by developing fresh root tips. Sometimes 
the old roots also develop new branches 
with shiny green tips. These are signs that 
you should gradually resume normal 
watering and fertilising. 

Because of the importance of active root 
tips in absorbing water and nutrients, it is 
vital to the well-being of your orchids that 
these tips should not be damaged. This 
damage may occur in a number of differ- 
ent ways. If your orchid is not firmly tied 
to its mount or securely rooted in its pot- 
ting mix, then the wind may cause the root 
tips to be damaged by rubbing against the 
mount or pieces of potting mix. 

Snails, especially the tiny garlic snails 
that appear after dark, are very fond of new 
root tips. They may continually gnaw 
away the root tips of cattleyas for weeks 
before we become aware that anything is 
amiss. It’s therefore advantageous to use 
snail baits regularly, not only to prevent 
damage to roots but also to leaves, buds 
and flowers. Solid baits, such as Defender 
or Baysol, are effective against the com- 
mon garden snail but liquid baits are said 
to be more effective against the garlic 
snail. | 
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The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” are pleased to offer their 
readers popular Orchid and Gardening books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 


All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the details 
on the form provided. 


GROWING ORCHIDS 
David P. Banks 


Orchids have fascinated people for years. 
Breathtakingly beautiful, exotic, surrounded by 
mystery and thought to be difficult to grow by 
home gardeners. David P. Banks takes the guess- 
work out of growing orchids by providing practical 
advice based on over thirty years of experience. 


Growing Orchids is an up-to-date, comprehensive 
and informative guide to cultivating these intrigu- 
ing plants. Included is information on housing 
orchids, temperature and watering requirements, 
suitable potting materials, seedling care and an extensive section on orchid 
propagation. 

Discover the world of orchids with the extensive list of 100 different orchid gen- 
era and descriptions of over 400 species. Over 100 stunning colour photo- 
graphs, including many rare and recently discovered species, showcase the 
tremendous variation found throughout the orchid kingdom. 


Orchids 


David P. Banks 


David P. Banks has an extensive collection of species and hybrid orchids, 
and operates the nursery Hills District Orchids. He is a popular lecturer on 
various aspects of orchids and their cultivation, at meetings and conferences 
in Australia and abroad. His articles and award-winning photographs have 
been published to international acclaim in a variety of orchid journals and 
books. David P. Banks’is the editor of the Australian Orchid Review. 


OURDISCOUNTPRICES,.20.45, 


wos $2495 Re (nd. G57) sosnoHOH: 


122 pages, colour and 
B&W. 


WHAT ORCHID IS THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately culti- 
vated flowers world-wide, and for centuries it has 
been a symbol for the exotic and mysterious in the 
human imagination. As the brilliant photographs 
in this book show, the shapes, hues and textures 
of many of these extraordinary flowers continue 
to produce a shock of wonder in the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the gar- 
dener with a casual interest in orchids, to the 


een 
ALEC PEIDGEON 


_ confirmed enthusiast. It takes in a wide spectrum 


of orchid genera and more than 1100 species common in cultivation, pre- 
sented by an international team of experts. 

The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habi- 
tat, distribution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow 
orchids and control pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 

The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and syn- 
onyms, geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from 
collections around the world, showing the best-known species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing or just looking, this is the ultimate guide 


ate OURDISCOUNTPRICE $443.95, 


304 pages, colour. 
was $5495 RRP (Incl, GST) Hsrosusemowaue 


INTRODUCING 


CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the 
Cattleya Alliance, their most beautiful 
blooms and extensive range of colour com- 
binations, has prompted Noni to share the 
results of her own trials in successfully grow- 
ing and flowering all types of this most beau- 
tiful genus under shadehouse conditions in 
the city of Perth in Western Australia. She 
hopes that as a result of her writing some 
new growers, as well as the experienced growers of other orchid genera, 
may be encouraged to introduce the Cattleya Alliance into their collections. 


24 pages, B&W. ; 
OURDISCOUNTPRICE Sx6.£°, 
was $715 RRP (Incl. GST) "US Pos1se Wo HOUNG 
GROWING 
PHALAENOPSIS 
AT HOME 
James Neal 


Jim Neal is always called upon to give | 
his opinion when a Phalaenopsis is | 
shown at an Orchid Society of NSW 
Ltd show or nominated for an award. 
This is because Jim has made a study of 
the genus Phalaenopsis in the Sydney 
area since being bitten by the | 
Phalaenopsis bug at the 6th World 
Orchid Conference in Sydney in 1969. | 


This book is essential reading and ref | 
erence for any person who grows, or is | 
intending to grow, Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood : 
style, explains and elaborates on light conditions, watering, temperatures, fer- 
tilisers, pests and diseases. " 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named and the implications of 
growing seedlings, illustrate some of the more difficult ideas for the layman 


- to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautifully the topics under discussion and 
the orchid names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim's son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make 
the subject more easily understood. 


OURDICOUNTPRICE Su 11.89., 


_was $13275 RRP (Incl, GST) s?s1s no mons 


56 pages, colour 
and B&W. 


37 ORCHIDS FOR BEGINNERS 


A Guide to Selection and 


Cultivation 
Allison and Mark Webb 


“Orchids for Beginners” is for those just starting out in 
orchids. It provides information about choosing 
orchids best suited to your conditions and how to 
grow them. There is advice on what to look for when 
choosing plants to avoid some common traps and the expense of losing 
plants unsuited to your conditions. The essential basics of cultivation for 
beginners are covered _ potting media, mounting plants, repotting and 
deflasking as well as choosing locations and building bushhouses. There are 
suggestions for growing in country areas as well as indoors. The plant 
descriptions offer suggestions of plants to choose from as well as introduc- 
ing some of the very varied forms of orchids. 


48 pages, colour and B&W. OURDISCOUNTPRICE Sal 0.45, | 


a ee 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 


A Unique Australian Orchid 
Peter B. Adams and Sheryl D. Lawson 


This book takes an innovative approach to the 
appreciation of an orchid species and breaks 
new ground in species monographs. Many of 
the orchid books available today take a dry for- 
mula approach to their topic and frequently pres- 
ent in another form information that is already 
available. This monograph provides an easily- 
read, comprehensive treatment of the species 
encompassing the interests of research scientists, 
horticulturalists, breeders and hobbyists, including beginners. 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 
AUnique Australian Orchid 


Covers history, biology, breeding, taxonomy, hybridisation, and culture. Has 
sections on award-winning plants, and shows how to develop specialist and 
competitive collections. Includes a register of over 300 significant plants. 


This well-produced book is essential reading for all enthusiasts of d. 
kingianum and will be a valuable addition to the orchidist’s library. For 
many hobbyists, the highlight of the book will be the ability to identify the 
many wonderful forms of d. kingianum in their collection. For others it will 
determine the direction of further acquisitions. This book is not only a cele- 
bration of a unique orchid, it also illuminates the fascination that has led 
these authors to spend many thousands of obviously rewarding hours 
researching this delightful monograph. 


197 pages ovr 180% MUR DCOTATERIE Sy 7A 80, 


was $93550 RRP (Ind. GST) "sro noma 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - Cultivation 


and Hybridisation 
A.F.W. Alcorn 


A lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they pro- 
ot ~- duce flowers that range from the beautiful to the 
5 ie &* bizarre. No book previously has provided 
Pe. ee detailed cultural requirements of the Lycaste, and 
this book should fill that gap, and encourage new 
growers fo take up the cultivation of this beautiful 
genus. A section on hybridising contains valuable 
information on inheritance and genetics that will 
benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as helpful hints 
on how to avoid pitfalls in your hybridising program. 


Lycaste 


Orchids 


ey 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A. FE. W. Alcorn 


Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this 
book with Fred and has completed it posthumously. He has a background 
in genetics, research and botany, and a passion for plants, especially 
orchids. AIDA WENN. e AD Nh | 
237 pages, colour anc 88. OURDISCOUNTPRICE Su22.00, 


wos S2B55 RRP (Ind. GST) "sonoma 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 
ORCHIDS 


Bill Lavarack 
and Bruce Gray 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 


Compiled by two well known names in the 
Australian orchid world, this book is essentially a col- 
lection of 116 colour photographs depicting 109 
tropical orchids, chosen by the authors as represen- 
tative. There is a short introduction together with 
brief text complementing each photograph. 


The text includes notes on distribution including a simple map, habitat types, 
an indication of size, flowering season, conservation status and many fea- 


tures of interest. ay ppraperes men 

72 pages, colour OUR DISCOUNT PRICE Sx 13.15., 
wos S16(45 RRP (Incl. GST) *usrosce aro ious 

SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS 

OF AUSTRALIA 


Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first 
book to cover all aspects of species of the 
genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of great 
floral beauty with ease of culture, they are 
mostly cool to cold growing, requiring limit- 
ed space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 


The book gives each individual species a 
separate entry, with information on its histo- 
ry, synonyms, distribution, habitat, cultiva- 
tion and hybrids, along with a drawing showing the main parts of the plant 
and flower, plus a colour plate providing an easy means of identification. 


WALTER T. UPTON 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered 
hybrids being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pol- 
lination, seed raising and cultural information for the home grower. 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular 
and informative Dendrobium Orchids of Australia. He is a past president of 
the Orchid Society of New South Wales and The Australasian Native 
Orchid Society, and has received many honours in Australia including the 
Australian Orchid Council’s Award of Honour. He is a well-known hybridis- 
er and judge of orchids, and is a learned and entertaining lecturer.much in 


demand throughout the World. 
119 pages, colour OUR DISCOUNT PRICE $30.25, 


and B&W. was $395 5 RRP (Indl. GST) PLUS POSWGE AND NDUNG 


Frere THE WORLD OF 
be world of 
Cape ORCHIDS - 2 

SoG) The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by 
| members and friends of the North Shore 
Orchid Society about orchids grown in 
Sydney and its environs, and we are indebted 
to those people for their time and effort. 


It has been produced to cover a large range 
of genera to help not only the novice, but also 
the experienced grower in their present fields 
of interest, and to tempt and encourage them 
to try other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of culture used by the authors are 
those which they themselves have found successful. Growers should try any 
changes to their own culture gradually and on a few plants first, as orchids 
respond differently under different _ 


So colour ana baw. QURDISCOUNTPRICES,8.50, 


-was $100 RRP (In. GST) "57s nowwne 


Australian 
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Recommended —_ Our Plus Grand 
1G Postage Retail Price Discount Postage Total Number of Total 


Review 


1. Growing Orchids 


M a i l O rt d er 2. What Orchid is That? 


3. Introducing Cattleyas 


bookshop 


Item & Title Zone (R 


) Price & Handling Price Copies 
4. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home 


order f orm = 
5. Orchids for Beginners A$10.45+ A$3.00 =A$13.45 
(Incl. GST) = US$8.75 

A Unique Australian Orchid 
\ 7. Lycaste Orchids = A$28.55 A$22.00+ A$5.00 =A$27.00 
fe. shostage zones | aes ee 
A Australia, New Zealand 8. Australian Tropical Orchids = A$16.45 A$13.15+ A$3.00 =A$16.15 
and Oceania (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$10.50 
9. Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia = A$39.55 A$30.75+ A$5.00 =A$35.75 

R_ Rest of World 10. The World of Orchids - 2 


6. Dendrobium Kingianum: ges 


= A$11.00 A$8.50+ A$3.00 =A$11.50 
(Incl, GST) (Incl. GST) = US$6.90 


TOTAL ORDER 


(Quoted US$ Dollars) 
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Orchid 


Review 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form 
below and post in now together with 
your payment. 


CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


Se ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee we ee ee ee eR ew ee ee eee Re ee ee eee ee ee ee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee 


Please tick 0 Renewal 0 New Address Change 
Send to Australian Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049 Australia 


() Australia 1 YEAR (6 issues) 2 YEARS (12 issues) 3 YEARS (18 issues) 
CJ A$39.60 (Includes GST) 0 A$72.60 (Includes GST) 7 A$103.40 (Includes GST) 
[NZ Airmail 
1 NZ$58.00 ($447.00) 0 NZ$107.00 ($A86,00) CX NZ$151.00 ($4123.00) 
| C] US Airmail 
1) US$53.00 (1 US$98.00 1) US$139.00 
| Enclosed is my cheque for____——— SSCS SO (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 


or charge my | Bankcard D1 Mastercard 


*Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature . 
Address 


Postcode Telephone (_ ) 
All overseas cheques (except New Zealand) must be in US dollars, or equivalent for credit cards. Credit card sub- 
scriptions may be telephoned to (02) 9560 6166. 


L) Please indicate vif this is a gift subscription and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bear- 
ing your good wishes. 


Message 


SUBSCRIBE 
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SENOS: mail order form 


Orchid 


MAIL ORDER: Enclosed is my cheque for $ (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 


14 McGill Street 
Australia 
GE EDOEEDUSEEDEEEECES Card expiry date | | | | 


PHONE ORDER: 
(02) 9560 6166 


FAX ORDER: *Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature 
Within Aust. | 
(02) 9560 6677 A Ee eee | 
From outside Australia 
61 2 95606677 C p d Teleph | ) 
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(Catalogue value $6 to $7 each. Now discounted to $2.50 e 


ty Aussie Near Flowering to Flowering Size Sarcochilus 
{see below for freight) 


ing GST but plus freight. (see below for frei 
ted to $4.25 each) 


Pots $100 including GST but plus freight. 


Quality Aussie Near Flowering to Flowering Size Dendrobiums 
(Catalogue value $7 to $10 each. Now discoun 
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Wut 
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freight. (see below for freight) 
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20 Quality advanced seedling Paphiopedilums 
15 Quality Zygopetalum & 10 Promineas 


50mm Pots $85 including GST but plus 
{Catalogue value $6 to $9 each. Now di 


labelled) in 
o» Offer ZY50: 


An assorted collection of 


mas 


ing GST but plus freight. (see below for freight) 


talogue value $9 to $12 each. Now discounted to $3.75 each) 


ed) in 50mm Pots $65 includ 
Ca 
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20 Quality Cymbidiums 


An assorted collection of 
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y Fastway Couriers or Australia Post (Depending on your location) 
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al an additional cost of $13 per Offer for Qid. N.S.W. & Vic. & $18 per Offer for all other States 
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LOOKING BACK 


Dendrobium speciosum var. hillii shows us 
that this fine orchid was as much appreci- 
ated then as now. 

A short note on Dendrobium tofftii, 
which we now know as D. nindii, describes 
the difficulties met with when collecting 
this orchid in the swamps of north-eastern 
Queensland, where it was then reasonably 


common, but is now quite rate. The author 
describes a cane 4.27 metres long and two 


plants with albino flowers. I first met this 
magnificent orchid as Innisfail nearly forty 
years ago, when its owner described it as 
“the only Australian native orchid worth 
growing” — not a sentiment with which I 
can concur. 

That grand old man of N.S.W. natives, 
Eric Hayes, contributed a piece on 
Greenhoods. he wrote that he “has grown 
in pots and flowered” eleven species using 


as compost “the soil they are growing i or 


sandy leaf-mould and tan-bark”. He lists 
the Sydney suburbs of Lakemba, 
Bankstown, Lidcombe, Long Bay and 
Como as areas where “gathered various 


species without specially searching for 


them”. I suspect that there would be very 


few orchids growing wild in those areas 


today. 

Trevor Hunt added four more orchids to 
those recorded for Queensland. They were 
four species of Prasophyllum collected by 


himself and Dr. Ledward on the Sunshine 


Coast. 


Once again the Reverend Rupp was a 


major contributor of material on natives. 
At the request of C.A. Gardner, then 
Government Botanist of Western 
Australia, Rupp described Thelymitra 
cucullata and Monadenia australiensis as 
new species. While the former name has 
survived, the latter has not, as it is now 
recognised as M. bracteata from South 
Africa. It is surprising to read that both 


L.MAYER 


the House 


of 
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Bringing 
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best Phals 
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56 Wood Street, 
Lane Cove, NSW 2066 
Ph: (02) 9427 3659 after 5pm 


Cattleya Alliance and 
Stanhopeas 
(the Barney Greer collection) 
also 
Flasks now available 
Full price list available on request. 


Fifty-five Years Ago 


Dre 1946 the A.O.R. continued to 
publish articles on Australian native 
orchids. A black-and-white photograph of 


Gardner and Rupp considered that the 
Australian material was different from the 
southern African (which they knew as M. 
micrantha) and that it was not an introduc- 
tion. 

Also contributed by Rupp was a dis- 
course on the Australian Hyacinth Orchid, 
which he recognised as Dipodium puncta- 
tum. He gave a very detailed description of 
the orchid including differences in dimen- 
sion, flower colour, distribution and habi- 
tat, but did not see fit to split the taxon; in 
fact he reduced D. stenocheilum to varietal 
status. Current taxonomists having regard 
to these differences recognise several 
species. 

Rupp’s report on an “orchid garden” at 
Launceston makes a contrast with present- 
day methods of terrestrial growing. A 
raised bed of six square metres was pre- 
pared by covering the old garden with a 
50mm drainage layer of small pieces of 
rock, brick, charcoal, etc., which in turn 
was covered to a depth of 100-150mm with 
bush soil from different localities. In this 
bed 33 species of orchid from ten different 
genera were successfully grown and flow- 
ered. To make the garden as natural as pos- 
sible other wild flowers were grown in 
with the orchids. 

In a homily entitled “The Study of 
Orchidology in Australia’, Rupp stated his 
belief that every new contribution to the 
study of Australian orchids should appear 
in the A.O.R. He pointed out that this 
would necessitate the availability of 
reprints; an editorial note advised that 
reprints were discontinued during the war, 
but were now available. To support his 
case Rupp quoted his Index of Australian 
Orchids published in 1945, in which he 
had to cite 24 publications, some of them 
not even Australian. Unfortunately the 
practice of Australian authors publishing 
in overseas journals, some of which are 
obscure and difficult to access, has not 
altogether ceased and is to be deplored. 


Trot 


The appearance of The Orchadian in 1963 
has provided a satisfactory vehicle for the 
purpose. 

Readers were indebted to Dr. Herbert 
for a discourse on suitable subjects for lec- 
tures, in which he proposes various themes 
that should be of interest. His suggestions 
of topics to be discussed include the use of 
trees as outdoor perches for epiphytes, 
open garden beds for terrestrials, and the 
use of composts of chopped bark from 
bush trees that host orchids. He urges more 
discussion to encourage cultivation of 
some less known natives such as 
Dendrobium kingianum, D. falcorostrum, 
Calanthe triplicata, the pencil orchids and 
the native cymbidiums. He concludes with 
a plea for more discussion of the tech- 
niques of dividing large plants of the vari- 
ous genera, such as when, where and how 
to cut and to replant, some rules of thumb 
would be as useful as “the rule for planting 
sweet peas on St. Patrick’s Day”. 

The September issue advised that the 
committee of the Orchid Society of N.S.W. 
had reviewed the points and standards for 
award judging. The announcement set out 
the new award standards for cymbidiums, 
cattleyas and cypripediums (now paphio- 
pedilums). The following year saw repre- 
sentatives from the orchid-growing states 
agree to a adopt a uniform “points” system, 
similar to that in use in the U.S.A., and 
based on the N.S.W. system and standards. 

Subsequent to the formation of the 
Australian Orchid Council the first AOC 
award was issued in 1963, still based on 
the points system. The recent changeover 
to the “appreciation” system, similar to 
that used in Britain by the R.HLS., has not 
met with universal approval, as some 
judges maintain that, as the old system 
looked at each aspect of quality individu- 
ally, it enabled the judge to make a sterner 
assessment. 

I am indebted to my orchid friend of 
long standing, Dr. Noel Grundon, who 
filled out my somewhat meagre knowl- 
edge of orchid judging. | 

Len Lawler, P.O. Box 659, Tolga 4882 
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NOW AVAILABLE!! 
Frank Slattery’s Story 


“The Blooming Years” 
Soft Cover $30 
Hard Cover $40 


° Open 7 days ¢ Sorry no lists « All sales direct from Nursery 


Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


We don’t just sell media; we use 
the media we make and provide 
sound advice. Thirty+ years on- 
going laboratory experience. 


KEITHS NURSERY 


(THE FAMILY BUSINESS) 


25 Oonoonba Road, Idalia, Townsville, Qld 4811 xe } 
a ms 
BaeS 


Phone: (07) 4778 1329 Fax: (07) 4778 1330 
A.H. (07) 4778 4234 


Email: sales @keithsnursery.com.au 
Web Page: http://www.keithsnursery.com.au 


FOR SPECIES AND HYBRID ORCHIDS INCLUDING 
FLOWERING SIZE DIVISIONS OF OUR SELECTED CATTLEYA STOCK. 


OuR SPECIES ARE MOSTLY FROM IMPORTED STOCK. 
Send SAE or Email for our Catalogue. 


Dark Star Orchids 


FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 


African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 
° PO Box 114B ille NSW 2449 
Hans Schaible Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 


NATIVE ORCHIDS ALVIM SEIDEL 


Orquidario Catarinense Ltda. 
Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


AOR 007 


Current supplier to Valley 
Orchids, Adelaide Orchids and 
many other nurseries and hob- 
byists. 

Our media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and replate 
requirements of common and 
unusual genera including terres- 
trials. 

Our media produce rapid ger- 
mination, well balanced plants 
and good root growth. 


When ordering please list: 
Orchid genus (or genera) 
Replate, sowing or cloning 
Solid or liquid cloning 


Rua Roberto Seidel, 1981 - P.O. Box 1 
89280-000 CORUPA - Santa Catarina 
BRAZIL TEL. +4+55-47-375-1244 
FAX. ++55-47-375-1042 
Founder: Roberto Seidel 1906 


Per Litre prices (including GST):— 


i $7.70/L 4 E-Mail: seidel@netuno.com.br 
: = - Ta $7 re We only stock quality http://www.seidel.com.br 
; a 
10 to 50 litres $6.60/L plants from Australia Ss New Price List No. 101, that offers near 3,000 
51 to 100 litres $6.35/L best hybridists different Orchids and Bromelias, 
on request. 
Over 100 litres P.O.A. Native species including Catalogue No. 2001 containing about 350 colour 


illustrations of Orchids and Bromeliads 
at US $5.00 cash or by 
International Postal Money Order, for postage. 


The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Edited by David P. Banks 
Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 
Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
$30 Australia 
$35 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 


For Cloning media add 50c/L 


Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


Lot 2a, Old Emerald Road 
Monbulk, Victoria 3793 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9752 1922 
Melway Ref. 122 K.9 


Price includes packing and freight, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia. 

Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine 
treatment available. 

Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Laboratory Consultancy Service 


AOR 016 


$40 Other Countries 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 


Bankcard « Mastercard ° Visa 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 318, 
Willoughby, NSW 2068 
Australia 


e-mail: dpbanks @ ozemail.com.au 
Www.anos.org.au 


AOR 089 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 


Open 7 days a week 


AOR 149 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Cattleyas 


The warmer weather is at last with us. The 
colder conditions have now left us. Cattleyas 
are now in full growth. New roots, new growth 
and some of course are now in full bloom. By 
now Cattleya growers should be busy dividing 
those plants that need attention and those small 
plants that have outgrown their small homes 
will have to move on to larger homes. 

Many growers will have placed their plants 
in their summer growing area. They enjoy 
around 50% shade and hang on a line of barbed 
wire. They seem to enjoy these conditions — 
that is plenty of fresh air—no stuffy glass house 
conditions! Remember these wonderful catt- 
leyas Mrs Medcalf grew at Wallacia! Plenty of 
fresh air was her secret! 

Plants can now take more moisture. They 
love a good soak early in the mornings. Water 
when the plants are just about dry, but do not let 
them dry out completely! Depending on 
weather conditions this could be between three 
to five days. If we have heat wave conditions 
over the summer period, a misting at sunset 
would be beneficial. 

Side dressing is a controversial subject. 
Some growers are completely against it. Many 
growers have run into trouble with controlled 
release fertilisers. I have had success with 
ORGANIC LIFE® pellets — about one tea- 
spoon to a six-inch pot. Don’t over do it! 
During the summer period you should fertigate 
weekly with GARDEN PARTY® and alternate 
with MERRI-FERT. Now that WUXAL@ is on 
the market again, an application every now and 
then is a good tonic. 

Watch out for scale insects. They seem to be 
more prevalent this year. Be vigilant or they 
will get out of hand. You can use one of the 
botanicals such as NATRSOAP mixed with 
SPRAYTECH OIL® or be be you could spray 
with ECO OIL®, ANTI-SCALE® also is 
worth a try. If things are drastic you may have 
to resort to SUPRACIDE®. Remember, before 
using any spray, READ THE LABEL. Always 
take all safety precautions. If you have any 
doubt about the use of any product that you use 
— don’t hesitate, contact your supplier. | 


Cymbidiums 

By now all your dividing should have fin- 
ished. If the weather is in the 30s you can spray 
your plants with ENVY® to slow down the 
transpiration. This will give you plants a 
chance to get established. Those plants that 
have just been divided, a few drenches with 
AUXINONE® will get those new roots on the 
move. You can add it to your favourite fertiliser. 

After the longest day you can start to 
increase the rate of fertiliser. A little extra nitro- 
gen and potassium will start to tone up your 
plants for next year’s flowering. You can use 
HSO 10 or 12 or maybe you can try MERRI- 
FERT. During summer do not forget to give 
your plants a little extra magnesium. It cer- 
tainly helps your plants over the summer 
period. A drop or two of CROPMAX® is a 
good tonic for your plants. 

An application of zeolites as a side dressing 
is great to get your fertilisers in the pot on the 
move. Try it! 


I inspect all plants every week for two-spot- 
ted mites. If present try ECO OIL® or maybe 
the new NEEMTECH  INSECTICIDAL 
POTASSIUM SOAP. This is one of the NEEM 
products that have been recently released. This 
product-has N.R.A. registration, not like some 
that are on the market! If you have a problem 
with two-spotted mites you may have to intro- 
duce predatory mites. 

Don’t forget to protect our plants from the 
black spot. Spray monthly to protect them from 
this awful fungi. MANCOZEB or ZINEB can 
be used to control blackspot. 

Check for virus. It seems to show up after 
dividing. Usually around January through 
March. If found — deposit the culprits in your 
OTTO Bin! 

Water every three to four days over summer. 
Water just on dusk or just on daybreak. On very 
hot days, a misting at night helps to cool the 
plants down. | 


Natives 


Even in the heat of summer there are native 
orchids in bloom. Among them are some 
species which really show the great variety of 
our native orchids. There is Calanthe triplicata 
which blooms around Christmas, the wet sea- 
son tropical species and some terrestrials such 
as Cryptostylis species. Also in bloom will be 
Sarcochilus ceciliae and hybrids and relatives. 
dendrobiums including D. fleckeri and D. 
monophyllum will be in bloom. Many of the 


species which bloom over summer are not often 
seen in cultivation. 

This is also the time to get on with cleaning 
and repotting. It would be better if repotting 
had been done before the heat of summer but it 
is often a case of getting time and “better late 
than never”. 

Why is repotting so important? It’s a lot of 
work to go through a whole collection every 
few years and repot everything and seemingly 
unnecessary if the plants look fine and haven’t 
outgrown their pots. One of the main reasons to 
repot is that the mix breaks down to fine mush 
and no longer has the same water requirements 
as when it was new. This will also prevent air 
circulation around the roots which is important 
as many natives are epiphytic in origin. 
Chances are that there will also be fertiliser 
build-up which can become toxic. 

The root system needs to be kept healthy and 
excess water retention from a mix that has bro- 
ken down can cause root rot. Pests can also 
establish themselves in the mix. Ants, slugs, 
worms, slaters and beetles all like to live 
amongst pieces of bark in pots. Some may clog 
up the mix but others eat roots. Regular repot- 
ting will hopefully get rid of them before they 
do too much damage. 

As plants grow they need larger pots but the 
catch is that native orchid bloom better if they 
are potbound. Also there will be older growths 
that have died. These and the remains of their 
roots need to be removed. Why do these 
growths die? usually because they have a lim- 


Hee everywhere ¢ Simplicity * Portability * Modular 
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P&R ORCHIDS 


Just off the Pacific Highway half way between Brisbane and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at the Oxley Highway. 
We're only 4km on the right. 


This Month’s Specials 


Flowering size Catasetum/Mormodes/Cycnoches hybrids. 


Imported from Hawaii these are all big multi-bulb 
plants ... $40.00 


Paph. Specials 
Magic Lantern large A size ... $13.00 


roth. ‘Dau-Fang’ SM/TPS x Booths’ Sand Lady 
“Taiwan Dragon’ SM/TPS ... $15.00 


$10.00 
Norito Hasagawa ... $13.00 


For your free lists, write, phone, fax or just drop in and see 
for yourself. 
We are closed Sundays. 
Ph: 02 6581 3061 Fax: 02 6581 0907 
Email prorchids@tsn.cc 
PO Box 5113, PORT MACQUARIE NSW 2444 
Cnr. Phillip Charley Dr. & Oxley Hwy. Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
www.prorchids.com 


Hills District Orchids 


(Props. Graeme, Lyn and David Banks) 
Softcane Dendrobium Pack 
14 different hybrid cultivars ex 80mm pots PLUS 
two free flowering size species orchids for only 
$100.00 post paid within Australia. 


First 20 orders also receive a FREE plant of the rare 
Coelogyne lactea. 


P.O. Box 390, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
Phone: (02) 9674 4720 Fax: (02) 9686 3303 


E-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


SPECIES ORCHIDS 


World Wide shipment; Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Over 700 species. Write NOW, enclose a stamp for free lists. 
D.I.Y. Sterile tubes of protocorm for reflask. D.I.Y. 


Burleigh Park Orchid Nursery 
54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Phone/Fax 0747 740 008 Mail Order Specialist 
Get your lists sent by email: ian@speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, the Beautiful and the Unusual 
Orchid Species of the World. 
Web page: www.speciesorchids.com 


Harold Koopowitz ... 
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Orchid Books 


Exotic Orchids in Australia 

David Jones 1998. Describes 230 
species of orchids, both common and 
rare, illustrated in colour, with infor- 
mation about their origin, cultivation 
requirements and variation. A delight- 
ful book. Soft cover, 168 p., 188 x 
259 mm, A$21.95 


Icones Pleurothallidinarum XIX. 
Systematics of Masdevallia, part one 
Carlyle Luer 2000. Dealing with the 
subgenus (Polyantha) of two sections 
(Alaticaules and Polyanthae), which 
altogether contain 104 species, about 
one-fourth the total in the genus. 

Each species is represented by text, 
descriptions, a distribution map and 

at least one full-page illustration. Soft 
cover, b/w illustrations, 264p., A$95.00 


Orchid growing in the tropics 
Orchid Society of Southeast Asia. 
Part 1 explains identification and 
growing of individual species. Part 2 
discusses the different orchid families 
grown under special conditions. Part 
3 deals with hybridization and breed- 
ing. Hard cover, full colour, 208 p., 
152 x 227 mm, A$27.45 


Orchids of Panama 

L.O. Williams and P.H. Allen 1980. A 
facsimile of the Orchidaceae, Flora of 
Panama, which originally appeared in 
four separate issues of the Annals of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden from 1946 

to 1949. Contains an updated checklist, 
about 800 species, by R. L. Dressler. 
illustrated. Soft cover 484p., A$25.00 


Phalaenopsis: a monograph 

Eric A. Christenson 2000. The first 
monograph on the genus since 
Herman Sweet's revision in 1969. 
With cultural notes and information 
on hybridisation. Hard cover, colour 
photographs, 330p., A$99.95 


P.O. Box 345 
Lindfield NSW 2070 


fax 02 94158098 
on-line catalogue at 
http://www.booksofnature.com 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


ited lifespan. A 100 year old evergreen tree 
does not have 100 year old leaves, they are 
renewed regularly. (Just ask any one with a 
gum tree in their backyard!) The same applies 
to native orchids. The flowering eyes are lim- 
ited in number and although in some species eg. 
Dendrobium gracilicaule, blooms may be pro- 
duced long after the leaves have fallen. once 
pseudobulbs can no longer bloom they are of 
little use to the plant because there are no more 
chances of fertilised pods and seed. The useful 
stored nutrients are reabsorbed by the plant and 
the pseudobulb becomes yellow and dried. In 
the wild the plant might regrow over the decay- 
ing material but in a pot this would be untidy 
and lead to problems so the only action is to 
remove all the dead material and rearrange the 
live bits to make a “new” plant. 

This means stripping the roots back to live 
material and completely cleaning the plant. 
Done early, before the pseudobulbs mature, 
chances are that minus the dead material the 
orchid will look great straight away and bloom 
well the following spring. Growths can die 
before their time if they are drained of 
resources to support newer parts of the plant 
because something has happened to the root 
system. This is why the unexpected leaf drop 
and cane death are a warning sign that all is not 
well in the pot, the plant might simply not be 
getting enough water or there could be chewing 
pests or rot in mushy mix. 

When repotting large, older plants it is often 
possible to encourage old eyes to produce new 
growths by back-cutting. Simply cracking the 
rhizome between the canes is sufficient. There 
may be no need to break the plant into pieces 
but try to keep the sections to at least three 
pseudobulbs. 

Sometimes a plant will get too big to manage 
and needs to be divided. These divisions and 
the ever increasing size of seedlings as they 
mature means that growing space will become 
limited. You might be able to sell some plants 
at sale tables, but if you have plants of senti- 
mental or historical value or genetically impor- 
tant divisions you could try putting them in the 
garden. They don’t have to have show winning 
blooms and often the plainer plants will prove 
the tougher. Plant D. kingianum and D. specio- 
sum on rocks to make a unique border. You 
could put big pots on rocks or pavers in the gar- 
den as a feature. 

Tying plants in trees is a way to create 
another dimension in your garden. Suitable 
trees don’t shed their bark which will ideally be 
textured to allow the roots to grip. Callistemon 
and many Melalueca are perfect as are fruit 
trees and Jacaranda. Just make sure the shade 
is not too dense for the chosen plant and don’t 
put sun or cold sensitive plants in deciduous 
trees although extra light over winter might be 
just what some orchids need. A mass of 
Dendrobium tarberi in bloom in the fork of a 
big tree looks fantastic (and natural) as do veils 
of Dockrillia pugioniformis and D. teretifolia. 

Take care attaching plants to trees. Any wire 
or plastic that gets tight can kill the tree. Nails 
can also damage trees. Try cloth or something 
that will stretch or decay but remember that it 
has to last long enough for the plants to attach 
themselves. it has to hold the plant without 
movement while the root system develops. 
Also watch that pests don’t get under the orchid 


and attack the tree. Orchids won’t harm the tree 
as they are epiphytic not parasitic. 

Don’t have a garden or a tree? Try a suitable 
tree as a large bonsai. You won’t get a D. rex in 
it but many smaller plants might appreciate the 
live host. Planting your orchids in the garden 
means that they aren’t going to get to shows — 
unless you can take your rock or bonsai and add 
it to a display. 

Like all mounted plants, keeping water up 
over summer can sometimes be a challenge. 
Try running 5mm irrigation pipe above the 
plants and letting the water run down over the 
plants or adjust your garden misters reach high 
enough. 

Fertiliser can be continued although growth 
can slow in the hottest weather. 

Summer care for the native orchid collection 
means getting plenty of water to plants and 
keeping up humidity level to maintain the 
microclimate. Water early and in the evening as 
well as on hot days but don’t flood you plants 
all day. They are not aquatic and you will leach 
nutrients from the mix. Water the surrounds 
during the day, particularly around mounted 
plants. Check your misters regularly and use 
the hose if you suspect some plants aren’t get- 
ting enough water. Many native orchids are 
well adapted to survive drought and be able to 
flower the following season. Cultivation means 
alleviating some of the stresses to ensure strong 
growth and healthy plants in peak condition. Ml 


Paphiopedilum 

Any outstanding repotting should be 
attended to early during this period as paphs. 
really do not like very hot weather and there is 
no sense in adding the stress of repotting to the 
stress caused by heat. 

The early part of this period is the time to 
attend to shading. Look for areas of clear glass 
and spots where the sun shines through open 
vents. The best conditions are really obtained 
when extra shade is added during summer and 
largely removed during winter. If you follow 
this practice the shade should be in place by 
now. If, however, you just add a bit extra shade 
during summer this is the time to do it. 
Overlong leaves which tend to hang over the 
side of the pot are a sign of too much summer 
shade; short, upright, yellowish leaves indicate 
too little. 

Regular watering and fertilising is the 
routine for this period of the year. Don’t overdo 
it, even when the weather is hot. If the plants 
don’t need water, and you feel you must do 
something, simply give them a misting with a 
fog nozzle. it is a good idea to get to know the 
weight of a pot when wet and when dry; this 
way you won’t keep the plant too wet. The 
experienced grower can tell by the look of the 
plants when he needs to water — the leaves 
droop ever so slightly. Another good trick is to 
run your hand over the top of the leaves; when 
the are turgid they rustle — when they need 
water they don’t. ; 

During very hot weather it is good practice 
to water during the evening. This helps drop the 
night temperature; it also allows the plant to 
take up and retain water so that it is better 
prepared for the heat of the next day. 

If you strike a plant which is droopy and 
dehydrated, even though the mixture is obvi- 
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ously moist, the odds are that it has no roots. 
Maybe it has been kept too wet. In any case it 
should be repotted into fresh mixture, no mat- 
ter what the season. repotting is usually suffi- 
cient but if you feel there is a major problem, a 
swim in Fongarid for twenty minutes or so (the 
plant, that is) will do no harm. 

Keep an eye out for mealy bug and treat it 
early if you find it, as it can spread like wildfire. 
The only other problem you may strike is a fun- 
gal infection which appears in hot, weather and 
seems to affect only green-flowered paphs. 
This appears as small brown spots which 
quickly turn to holes through the leaves. The 
effect is almost as though somebody has fired a 
shotgun — from some distance — at the plant. 
This does little harm but it is unsightly. it is eas- 
ily cleared up with Ciba Geigy Rose spray. 1 


Phalaenopsis 


There is basically little change in culture 
from November except that now is the time to 
remove old flower spikes and repot. When 
repotting larger plants, just remove the old mix, 
cut off any rotten roots and pot the plants down 
in the same size pot or one slightly larger if nec- 
essary. 

Watering:— Water daily in the morning and 
damp down the floor in the afternoon if neces- 
sary. Try not to get too much water in the crown 
of the plants. 

Light:— 90% shade is required during summer. 
Fertiliser:— _ Fertilise weekly alternating 
between 

— High nitrogen (Campbells B, Aqua feed or 

Aquasol). 

— Wuxall Foliar. 

— Organic (Fish Emulsion or Nitrosol). 

— Phostrogen. 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every six weeks with 
Ridomil MZ WP, Daconil, Wettable Sulphur or 
Mancozeb with Kocide. 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control scale and insects. 

Keep a watch for mites and spray with a miti- 
cide as necessary. 

If you use Wettable Sulphur as a fungicide it 
is also a good miticide. | 


Vandaceous 


Potting:— Potting on of small plants can be done 
at any time. Top any large plants which have 
become leggy, leaving at least three roots on the 
top. If possible some leaves should be left on the 
old stem to encourage kikie growth. 
Watering:— Water daily. Keep root system 
moist with additional _— misting if 
necessary. 
Light:— Strap leaf vandas and ascocendas need 
50 to 70% shade. Other vandas 30%. 
Fertiliser:— Fertilise weekly alternating over a 
four weekly period. 

Wk.1. — Inorganic high nitrogen (Campbells 

B, Aqua feed or Aquasol). 

Wk.2. — Wuxall Foliar. 

Wk.3. — As for Wk.1. 

Wk.4. — Organic (Fish Emulsion or Nitrosol). 
Pest Control:— Fungicide every six weeks with 
Daconil, Mancozeb, Ridomil MZ WP, or 


Wettable Sulphur. 
Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control scale and insects. B 
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Captain Blood’s 


Sepik Blue Dendrobium 


“Would you have a plant of the Sepik 
Blue orchid?’, a request from Susan 
Connor. A typical enquiry, until she said 
she would like one because her father 
had discovered it in New Guinea and her 
maiden name was Blood. 

Yes, we grow this species in flask 
from seed. it is a warm growing 
Ceretobe Dendrobium from a wet and 
hot part of the world, the Sepik River of 
North West New Guinea. 

A rampant grower, it requires a well 
drained shallow pot or basket, with a 
rich media that will also drain well but 
retain moisture, to stay just damp but not 
wet. Maximum sunlight, even to slight 
leaf burn, will ensure flowering, and of 
course a warm place if you do not live in 
the wet tropics. 

When the plant is in active growth, a 
lot of fertiliser will be of benefit. While 
the plant can grow to metres high, a 
small pot with a bit of excess sunlight 
tends to keep the canes manageable. On 
replying to Susan, I asked if she knew 
the details of her father’s discovery. 

Her reply: My father’s full name was 
Neptune Newcombe Beresford Lloyd 
Blood, and he is credited with the dis- 
covery of the Sepik Blue Dendrobium 
ostrinoglossum (Dend __ lasianthera), 
described and named by Reverend 
H.M.R. Rupp. All I know is that he most 


lan Walters 


Neptune Newcombe Beresford Lloyd Blood 


probably found it, when saving WWII 
pilots that were downed in the Sepik 
Area, as he was a Captain in the 
Australian Army, but since he had inti- 
mate knowledge of New Guinea, he usu- 
ally found them and lead them to safety 
.. Or carried them, one was a trek of 
some 60 odd days ... with no food and 
only he and his “police boy”. 

Dad discovered a Bird of paradise, 
which was named after him, a very 


Den. lasianthera 
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‘ugly’ bird as I said to dad, why couldn’t 
you find something outstandingly beau- 
tiful?? ... “because they are garish and 
everyone sees them, I look behind the 
scenes and find the hidden beauty, and 
the ones everybody tends to overlook or 
forget”. He sent many hundreds of spec- 
imens to the Sydney Museum, which 
one notable author/naturalist has made 
good work for himself with Dad’s work 
... and of course with all the inhabitants 
from New Guinea at Taronga Park Zoo 
in Sydney ... also in Sweden ... and 
Singapore ... 

My father was a very private man, and 
did not think that anything he did was of 
any importance to the grand scheme of 
things ... and so I didn’t get a chance to 
find out and document any and all of his 
exploits, both pre war and post ... and all 
the 40 odd years he spent in New 
Guinea. 

He came to New Guinea and served as 
Superintendent of Police, then when war 
broke out, he joined the Australian 
Army. When the war was over, he 
became a Patrol Officer for a short 
while, but when Sir Edward Hallstrom 
offered him a job to start the first 
Experimental Sheep Farm in the 
Highlands, he took it so he could con- 
centrate on that and his need to be a 
Naturalist. 

After that, instead of going back to 
being a patrol Officer, he decided to 
become an Agricultural Officer, more in 
keeping with his love of the plant king- 
dom. You would have loved to see his 
orchid house, his freshwater aquariums, 
saltwater aquariums, his birds, his ani- 
mals and butterflies. When we in the 
Highlands of New Guinea he had 20 
acres of English Country gardens ... 
which were truly a sight to see. 

So here is another species orchid with 
special significance for a grower, and its 
history surely of interest to any species 
grower. May the seedlings blossom and 
always remind you of captain Blood 
(The bird of paradise is Epimachus 
bloodi, a subspecies of E. meyeri, 
Central Highlands Brown Sicklebill, a 
large dark brown bird with a long curved 
bill.) For more photos www.speciesor- 
chids.com | 


Tan Walters 
Burleigh Park Orchid Nursery 
Thuringowa, Qld 4815 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Editor’s Report 


| ewer back over the shows we have 
attended and the cymbidiums we 
have enjoyed throughout this past sea- 
son, a few impressions have stayed with 
me and stood out most clearly. For 
instance, the increasing colour pallette in 
cymbidiums, particularly in the bright 
orange types of tones, and then there’s 
the patterned flowers with splashes, 
spots and stripes. Also, the numbers of 
miniatures and intermediates seen and 
the obvious improvements in flower 
quality showing up in those sizes. Of 
course, I’m speaking in broad terms here 
as there have been orange-toned or pat- 
terned cymbidiums around for some 
time, and shapely intermediates and 
miniatures are nothing new but, until 
recent years, they’ve tended to be few 
and far between. 


At Ararat this year one judge half jok- 
ingly observed that there were enough 
orange-y cymbidiums to give them their 
own colour class and, at the same show, 
one judging panel split the category 
Combination of Colours into two to cater 
for the large number of flowers in this 
class. Also, at the same show, judging the 
intermediates and miniatures proved to 
be a mammoth task due to the numbers 
and quality of the exhibits. 


Over the coming issues we hope to 
bring you a series of various articles and 
features covering these types, via Dean’s 


Editorial Panel 


ie 


Dean Roesler 
Lot 14 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 


Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


eye-catchers, etcetera. It seems to me 
that cymbidiums continue to be exciting 
as new developments in all areas appear 
on the benches for our appreciation. It 
has often been said that there has never 
been a better time to be growing cymbid- 
iums and, with each year’s flowering 
season to contemplate, that observation 
becomes true all over again. I, for one, 
can’t wait to see what next season will 
bring. 


However, in this issue we have an arti- 
cle from Jim Durrant of McBean’s 
Nursery for your reading pleasure, with a 
look at some of their current results from 
recent hybridising. We also have Rob 
Smith’s report on the 2001 Australian 
Cymbidium Orchid Festival held at 
Ararat, followed by Helen Stretch’s com- 
pilation of the first group of awards 
granted by the national body, the 
Australian Cymbidium Society. Terry 
Poulton comments on the six best 
seedlings he flowered this year, and 
Pauline McLean of Pauline’s Laboratory 
explains how she came to be involved in 
orchids. Rob Smith takes us for a look at 
the Cymbidium Orchid Society of 
Victoria’s spring show held at The Glen 
Shopping Centre in October, and 
Stephen Early presents some clarifica- 
tion on the confusing issue of 
Cymbidium species names. | 


Noe Smith 
Editor 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (08) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 

Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, Sydney, N.S.W. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, William Jablonski, 
Orchidland Nursery,7 Nicholli Place, 
Kenthurst, N.S.W. 2156 
Phone: (02) 9654 9464, 

AH (02) 9654 8189 
President, Greg Bryant, 

Phone: (02) 9668 9374 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Masonic Hall, Fisher Street, 
Burnside, Adelaide, S.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Yvonne Longbottom, 

12 Joanne Terrace, 

Parafield Gardens S.A. 5107 
Phone: (08) 8258 3435 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8254 7136 


THE CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: The Light Car Club Hall, 
Moojebing, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

18 Delbridge Drive, Kenwick, WA 6107 
Phone: (08) 9459 7709 
President, Christine Jamieson 
Phone: (08) 9249 1648 
Email: cz85jac @ ozemail.com.au 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 
Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Ken West, 

Phone: (03) 9725 7513 
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Cym. Highland Hill ‘Cooksbridge Rajah’ 


McBean’s Orchids (UK) 


Text by Jim Durrant and Rob Smith - Photography by Jim Durrant 


t would be hard to find an orchid grower 

who has not heard of the long estab- 
lished orchid nursery McBean’s of 
England, arguably the most famous orchid 
nursery in the world. McBean’s has been 
around almost as long as exotic orchids 
have been in cultivation in the western 
world, from the days of AA McBean him- 
self to the current day in a new millenium. 
In recent years various people have 
reported to Australian orchid growers on 


the apparent fortunes of this famous nurs- 
ery. Tales of destruction by gales, changes 
of ownership, and even from one orchid 
identity, a report of the nursery’s imminent 
demise have probably led many Australian 
orchidists to assume that McBean’s no 
longer exists. Despite the various reports, 
true or false, McBean’s is still very much a 
thriving orchid nursery as this report based 
on information supplied by Jim Durrant, 
Nursery Manager, confirms. Jim has been 


with McBean’s for some thirty years and is 
well placed to report on McBean’s as it is 
today. 

A look through the RHS orchid data- 
base, or the Sanders volumes of orchid 
registrations at the hybrids registered by 
McBean’s over the years is a virtual walk 
through the history of modern orchid 
hybrids. In the case of cymbidiums alone, 
famous names are almost too numerous to 
mention with just a few examples illustrat- 


Cym. Loch Heilen ‘Lewes’ 
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ing the importance of the McBean’s con- 
tribution. Many growers, and most 
hybridisers, would recognise the names 
Angelica, Aviemore, Ayres Rock, Bay 
Sun, Caithness, Cariga, Carlos, Carisona, 
Claudona, Cremona, Dorama, Doris, Etta, 
Frank Slattery, Gleneagles, Hamsey, 
Highland Mist, Lerwick, Mary Ann, 


Miretta, Ngaire, Pearl-Balkis, Pearl- 
Easter, Pumisan, Putana, Rio Rita, 
Strathbraan, Sussex Dawn, Thurso and 
York Meredith as being significant steps in 
the development of cymbidiums as we 
know them. 

Today, McBean’s continues to produce 
new hybrids across a range of genera 


Cym. Pelham Grenville Wodehouse 


McBean’s was struck by gales during 
the 1990’s and in 1993 the nursery was 
purchased by Mr and Mrs Johnson who 
have been restructuring the business side 
of the nursery in order to bring that side of 
the operation into the twenty-first century. 
Jim reports that a Cymbidium breeding 
program is still very much a major part of 


McBean’s activities, with many thousands 
of cymbidiums (80% miniature and inter- 
mediate varieties) being grown. Numerous 
standard-size Cymbidium crossings are 
still made, but smaller quantities of each 
are grown on these days. An ambitious 
breeding program aimed at developing the 
quality provided by the original McBean’s 
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including cymbidiums and their quality 
odontoglossums, developed from the 
famous Charlesworth’s stock. With some 
one million orchids, from seedling to flow- 
ering size, a permanent staff of five, sup- 
plemented by casual staff when required, 
McBean’s is obviously still a major orchid 
entity. 


and Charlesworth’s Odontoglossum stock 
is also well under way. 

Other genera grown at the nursery 
include large numbers of Phalaenopsis, 
produced for the pot plant market. 
Australian Zygopetalum hybrids are also 
grown, along with some from their own 
development program, which are seen as 
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Cym. Loch Leven ‘Cooksbridge’ 


one option for future pot plant sales when 
the market grows tired of the 
Phalaenopsis. 

A small collection of paphiopedilums, 
phragmipediums, miltonias and dendrobi- 
ums complete the assembly of one million 
plants. Like every other nursery, 
McBean’s could use more growing space, 
and Jim reports that both of the nursery’s 
growing areas are packed with new cross- 


ings from their laboratory, all of which 
they are very excited about. 

Although Phalaenopsis are currently 
the best selling orchid genera in the UK 
(ideal in their centrally heated homes) 
McBean’s feels very strongly about keep- 
ing up their Cymbidium and 
Odontoglossum breeding programs, as 
those two genera are the ones McBean’s is 
most famous for. Spring 2001 (northern 


Cym. Loch Leven ‘Lewes’ 


hemisphere) should see the completion 
and opening of their new visitor’s centre 
and show house. 

Jim points out that with Holland on their 
doorstep producing many millions of 
orchids per year, it would be difficult to 
compete with the prices made possible by 
such large-scale production. McBean’s 
survives commercially by producing dif- 
ferent stock to the Dutch, catering for 
orchid enthusiasts and the pot plant trade 
across a wide range of genera. 

Much of McBean’s _ standard-size 
Cymbidium breeding in recent years has 
made use of the tetraploid Cym. Red 
Beauty ‘Rembrandt’, (syn. ‘Nettie’), 
combining it with many of the nursery’s 
proven breeding lines. Among the cross- 
ings which Jim identifies as having 
rewarded them with large and shapely 
blooms and flowering in their peak sea- 
son from December to March are the fol- 
lowing: Cym. P.G. Wodehouse (x Vieux 
Rose); Cym. Christmas Joy (x Christmas 
Angel); Cym. Loch Heilen (x Hamsey); 
Cym. Loch Moor (x Loch Leven); and, 
Cym. Loch Maree (x Marquessa 
Prescott). 

The next generation now beginning to 
flower, which Jim describes as producing 
some beautiful flowers but of a more 
‘McBean’s’ type, using the classic Cym. 
(Loch Leven x Thurso) and Cym. 
(Christmas Joy x Angelica’s Ultimatum), 
should prove themselves over the coming 
seasons. 

As already mentioned, McBean’s cur- 
rent “important” stud plants are all the old 
McBean’s names combined with Cym. 
Red Beauty ‘Rembrandt’, which was used 
to give a shot of new blood to the line, but 
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Jim still uses what he describes as his “old 
favourites” such as Cym. Angelica’s Loch, 
Cym. Christmas Angel, etcetera. Jim is not 
a great enthusiast of the trend of the 1980’s 
and 1990’s of just breeding the biggest, 
roundest, flower much preferring a defini- 
tion between sepals and petals which he 
regards as producing more elegant and 


interesting flowers. He notes that at the 
extreme opposite of current trends, one of 
the smaller European cut flower growers 
only wants big but very starry-shaped 
flowers (that is, a 6-inch tracyanum-type 
but in many different clean colours), as 
these make a much nicer corsage than the 
big baby-faced types. There is obviously 


room for all types. 

When it comes to culture, McBean’s is 
state of the art with all eleven orchid 
houses controlled by computer. They have 
two main computers, one that controls the 
heating, shading, ventilation and humidity, 
and a second separate irrigation computer 
for watering and feeding the larger houses 


Cym. Loch Leven 


that controls the pumping of rainwater 
from the reservoir tanks through a sand fil- 
ter (and two other filters) dosing with 
either acid or alkali as required to achieve 
the desired pH, and then adds feed before 
the water is heated and pumped to the indi- 
vidual spray nozzles on each plant in the 
houses. 

McBean’s have used many different 


types of potting mixes over the years, 
including rockwool, but are presently 
using a mix of peat and perlite with a small 
amount of hard coarse bark added for 
drainage. Although peat mixes are not as 
long lasting as rockwool, McBean’s cus- 
tomers indicated a preference toward 
organic/natural mixes (and rockwool is 
very itchy!). Most stock is now grown in 


sphagnum moss mixed with perlite and/or 
bark. 

McBean’s mix their own fertilisers and 
also use a proprietary brand of feed, used 
at a low dose (that is, odontoglossums at 
0.4 millisiemens, cymbidiums at 0.5 milli- 
seimens, phalaenopsis at 0.6-0.8 milli- 
seimens). Calcium is added separately 
through injectors. During autumn and win- 
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Cym. Loch Maree ‘Heather’ 


ter feeding is altered to a lower nitrogen 
component and watering without feed- 
ing is occasionally carried out just to 
flush the system through, otherwise 
plants are fed at the above levels contin- 
uously. 

Jim believes that culling plants at all 
stages of their seedling’s growth is 
important. At McBean’s culling is car- 
ried out through all stages of develop- 
ment beginning in the flask, at deflask- 
ing, and at various stages during growth 
to maturity. If a plant is obviously grow- 
ing slower than the rest it will cost more 
to produce (remember that McBean’s 
has to deal with English winters and has 
average fuel costs of £400 per night for 
oil during that season)! Of course the 
problem is always, would the plants 
thrown away possibly have included the 


best from the crossing? Jim notes that 
when deflasking they do make a point of 
keeping any plants which show an obvi- 
ous difference in ploidy characteristics 
but, at the end of the day, culling is nec- 
essary as, like all of us large or small, 
space and cost must always be consid- 
ered. 

McBean’s trades in “finished” plants 
in the main (mature to flowering), but 
occasionally deals in flasks. Although 
they do export small quantities of single 
bulb and growth plants around the 
world, it does not make up a large part of 
the nursery’s business. Jim indicated that 
the current strength of the £ on interna- 
tional money markets (and a minimum 
cost of £70 for necessary documentation 
for export) international sales are not a 
large part of their business. 


Cym. Pelham Grenville Wodehouse ‘Plum’ 


While McBean’s operate in a market, 
climate and orchid scene different from 
that which we are used to in Australia, 
the same common denominator is appat- 
ent - the obvious love of orchids and 
orchid growing and the thrill of flower- 
ing new crossings. Hopefully, those fac- 
tors will help McBean’s continue for 
many more years to come. 

Our sincere thanks to Jim and all at 
McBean’s for their willing response to 
the constant questions of total strangers 
from across the globe. Hopefully, we 
will be able to bring you more features 
on (and pictures of) beautiful orchids 
from the famous McBean’s stable in 
future issues. | 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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Text and photography by Rob Smith 


he weekend of the 8th and 9th of 

September saw the Rural City of 
Ararat in western Victoria host the festival 
once again. Staged by The Cymbidium 
Orchid Society of Victoria, the 2001 festi- 
val provided the usual showcase of quality 
cymbidiums from across Victoria, with the 
significant support from growers in South 
Australia and New South wales. 

For many Cymbidium enthusiasts, 
hobby growers and commercial nurs- 
erypersons, the Australian Cymbidium 
Orchid Festival at Ararat has become an 
annual event not to be missed and, each 
year, every available motel room in the 
city is booked out by Cymbidium growers. 
Ararat is somewhat unique when it comes 
to orchid shows as, once the hard work of 
setting up displays is done, the weekend 
takes on something of a holiday feel as 
everyone is away from home with little 


Mary & Dean Roesler’s Champion Display. 


else to do but enjoy cymbidiums, talk to 
friends and explore the picturesque 
Grampian areas close to Ararat. Even the 
COSV committee members working 
throughout the show weekend usually 
manage to take the odd relaxing break. 

Displays at the 2001 festival probably 
surpassed previous years and the growers 
who staged them should be congratulated. 
Theme type displays abounded, adding 
another dimension to the beauty and qual- 
ity of the individual orchids exhibited. The 
quality of the cymbidiums shown was 
high, right across the range, and presenta- 
tion of plants was uniformly good. Every 
stand contained cymbidiums which caught 
the eye either because of outstanding cul- 
ture, floral excellence, future potential, or 
some other feature. 

Champion Display of the festival was 
won by Mary and Dean Roesler with their 
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striking display of cut stems and flowering 
plants from their own collection, supple- 
mented by other South Australian grow- 
ers. Competition was strong, with results 
in all categories being decided by a point 
or two in most cases. Glenda Coutts, Ken 
West and Terry Poulton took out Best 
Display Incorporating a Theme, while 
Kimberley Orchids won  in_ the 
Commercial Display section. Terry 
Poulton produced the Best Large Hobbyist 
Display and D&P Wickham won the Small 
Hobbyist Display section. 

Champion Cymbidium of the festival 
went to Kimberley Orchids for an immac- 
ulately presented plant from their own 
breeding, Cym. Kimberley Meadows 
‘Green Beret’, which carried two huge 
spikes of award quality blooms. This 
Cymbidium was also Champion Large 
Flower. David Wain exhibited the 
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Champion Intermediate Flower, a superb 
flowering of Cym. One Tree Hill ‘Doris’, 
and Imre Takacs won Champion Miniature 
with his Cym. Fairy Rouge ‘Lavender 
Falls’. 

In the other champion classes, T&W 
Symes exhibited the Champion Specimen, 
Cym. (Yowie Flame x Chocolada); N&R 
Smith won Champion Novelty with Cym. 
(Splatters x Red Beauty); and, M&D 
Roesler won Champion Cut Stem with 
Cym. Coco Jim ‘Starquest’. In the seedling 
classes the champions were: Large Flower 
— Cym. Kimberley Valley ‘Malibu’, J&P 
Sunderland; Intermediate Flower — Cym. 
(Tracey Reddaway x Greenock), J&A 
Leamon; and, Miniature Flower — Cym. 
(Sleeping Beauty x Janis Lin) ‘Snowdrop’, 

V&M Osborn. 
€ iO) Awards granted at the festival included 
re ia an HCC/COSV to D Wain’s plant of Cym. 
and Terry Poulton. Dorothea Paige ‘Red Beret’, which carried 
four spikes with two fully open and dis- 
played outstanding flower counts and size 
for that variety. J&A Leamon received and 
AQ/COSV for a group of plants grown 
from the same seed pod. The cross of Cym. 
(Valley Regent x Ruby Eyes), registered as 
Cym. Ruby Valley, had obviously pro- 
duced a consistent high quality result and 


Best Large Hobbyist Display, by Terry Poulton. 
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I’m sure many who saw the show would 
have happily taken home any of the six 
plants that were displayed. [At the 
OSCOV/Collector’s Corner Show, held 
two weeks before the festival, one plant 
from the six had been awarded an AM, 
both from COSV and OSCOV — Ed.] 
After the visual impact of the displays, 
the aspect of the festival which appeals to 
me is the emphasis on seedlings. Along 
with the champions in the seedling 
classes, there were a number of other 
seedlings which showed potential for the 
future. As many of those promising 
seedlings came from the hybridising 
efforts of Australian breeders, it speaks 
well for the future of cymbidiums. It has 
long been the case that Australian stan- 
dard-sized Cymbidium breeding has been 
equal to or better than anywhere else in 
the world, but it could be argued that 2 3 z 
hybridising in the minature and interme- Hobbyist Display, by D&P 
diate sizes (with a few notable exceptions) 
has not been given the same prominence. 
I feel sure that Australian hybrisiders have 
now begun to develop new hybrids in 
these sizes and have been doing so for a 
number of years now. Each season it 
seems that the number of Australian-bred 
quality miniatures and intermediates has 


Jan and Andy Leamon’s Award of Quality/COSV 
seed pod. 


Silver Sash — Commercial Display, by The Rural City of ; . - 
Ararat. Champion Intermediate Flower, Cym. One Tree Hill ‘Doris’, David Wain. 
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grown and will continue to develop over 
the coming years. Exhibitors at Ararat 
certainly displayed _—_ small-flowered 
seedlings with great promise for the 
future. 

The Saturday evening’s festival din- 
ner/dance, held at the Chalambar Golf 
Club saw some 60 exhibitors, judges and 
enthusiasts enjoy a great night and a 
chance to let off some steam after all the 
hard work. It’s surprising how many good 
dancers are hidden behind the guise of 


Champion Seedling Large Flower, Cym. Kimberley Valley ‘Malibu’, Joyce 


and Peter Sunderland. 


unassuming Cymbidium growers and, 
while I’ll refrain from naming anyone in 
particular here, a video camera would have 
been handy on the night! 

At some stage over the weekend, most 
exhibitors visited the newly opened 
Chinese Heritage Centre at Ararat, a venue 
and tourist attraction the city can justifi- 
ably be very proud of. To my eyes it is cer- 
tainly one of the most outstanding cultural 
and historical exhibits in Australia and 
well worth the time taken to visit if you’re 


Takacs. 


passing through Ararat at any time, 
whether for an orchid festival or not. 

If the festival is to contine in 2002, try 
to fit it into your orchid calendar if you 
haven’t been before — there is always a cer- 
tain something about the event and adding 
the massed cymbidiums to the attractions 
and activities offered by the region just 
tops a great weekend away. 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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Champion Miniature Flower, Cym. Fairy Rouge ‘Lavender Falls’, Imre 


“The best fragrance of all...” 


So said Don Burke when describing 
the fragrance of Australia’s brown boronia. 


This same fragrance is available in one of our 
most popular Cymbidiums... 


Brunette ‘Chocolate Mint’ AD/AOC 
Hybidised by Simon Lenkic of Simon Lenkic 
Orchids, the exquisite fragrance of this exotic 
Cymbidium sinense hybrid has been in demand 
since it was awarded in 1981, 17 years ago. 
This popular and timeless appeal is evident in 
many of the selected Cymbidiums we choose 
to offer our customers. 


Phone or send for your Catalogue today. 


Free catalogue available 


In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a large range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Ask for your free Catalogue today 
We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a week, 10am to 5pm, closed Tuesdays. 

Other times by appointment. 


Peter Chiles Orchids 


5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5188 
Phone: (08) 85223883 


AORO17 
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Xe es 


We need your help... 
today more than ever. 


Please send donations 
to your nearest Legacy Office 
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The Inaugural Awards of the 
Australian Cymbidium Society at the 
2001 National Show in Dural NSW 


Compiled by Registrar of Awards Helen Stretch - 
Article text by Rob Smith and Helen Stretch - Photography by Kevin Butler 


he 2001 National Show held in Dural NSW in August was an exciting time for Cymbidium enthusiasts and the public when 12 

cymbidiums were awarded. The orchids were nominated to be judged by a combined panel of Judges with representatives from 
all participating states. The judging for the awards was held on the Saturday morning with 13 Judges and the Registrar of Judges for 
the show present. Ten cymbidiums were registered and are acknowledged with two cymbidiums pending registration. 


Cym. Coco Jim ‘Starquest’ owned and shown by G Le Marne 
received an AM/ACS with a total of 83.0 points. Bred by 
Schaefers Orchids and registered by Sims Orchids, the combi- 
nation of (Solana Beach x Terama) has produced a number of 
shapely, standard-sized cymbidiums in the mid-dark pink tones. 
‘Starquest’ carried ten flowers on one raceme on a small plant of 
only two bulbs. Deep pink petals and sepals, a white labellum 
with a heavily marked red-barred lip and yellow deep in the 
throat. A good arrangement for a Solana Beach hybrid. 


Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Ice’ owned and shown by J&P 
Sunderland gained a points score of 81.0 for an AM/ACS award. 


From the parentage of (Pink Champagne x Red Beauty) . 


hybridised and registered by Geyserland Orchids, the grex Kirby 
Lesh has produced a number of quality results, particularly when 
the Pink Champagne parent dominates for flower shape. ‘Pink 
Ice’ carried 11 exceptionally large, flat flowers on one raceme. 
Pale pink petals and sepals, a white labellum bordered pink with 
red spots. 
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Cym. Sleeping Sharon ‘Carolyn’ owned and shown by M 
Weston and received an AM/ACS of 80.0 points. ‘Carolyn’ car- 
ried 68 blooms over four racemes. From the hybrid (Sharon x 
Sleeping Beauty) made by Easy Orchids and registered by M 
Weston. ‘Carolyn’, a successful Cymbidium over a number of 
seasons, presented with good flower arrangement on tall racemes 
with the shapely 55mm blooms being shown to advantage. 
Coloured cream, tinged green and overlaid pink, the flowers are 
highlighted by a pink labellum with heavy pink spots on the lip. 


Cym. Yowie Pepper ‘Genghis’, (Pearly Pepper x Yowie Flame), 

‘owned and shown by W Temple, hybridised and registered by 
Bryants Orchids, received and HCC/ACS of 78.0 points. 
‘Genghis’ presented with three racemes and a total of 34 100mm 
wide dark red blooms with white labellums and heavily banded 
red lips. ‘Genghis’ exhibited good flower arrangement for a red 
standard type. 
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Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Lonsdale’ owned and shown by M Bray 
received an HCC/ACS of 78.0 points. From the combination of 
(Pink Champagne x Red Beauty) hybridised and registered by 
Geyserland Orchids. With 41 blooms over five racemes 
‘Lonsdale’ presented a good visual display with petals and sepals 
a pink base colour spotted with deep pink and a white labellum 
with a red banded lip. 


Cym. Spicy Khan ‘Comet’ owned and shown by G Bryant was 
awarded an HCC/ACS of 77.3 points. From the crossing of 
(Cronulla x Yowie Pepper), hybridised and registered by Bryants 
Orchids, ‘Comet’ displayed 29 blooms on two racemes. The 
flower colour is an unusual salmon pink contrasted by a heavily 
red barred white labellum. 


Cym. Artistic Impression ‘Snowdrop’ owned and shown by P 
Grech gained.an HCC/ACS of 77.0 points. Registered by Guest 
Orchids from the crossing of (Pendragon x Tom Thumb). Thirty- 
seven 53mm blooms were carried on one raceme. Flower colour 
cream, tinged pink with a white labellum heavily spotted with 
red. 
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Cym. Conqueso ‘Elation’ owned and shown by G Bryant was 
awarded an HCC/ACS of 76.8 points. Hybridised and registered 
by Bryants Orchids from the parentage of (Lunalvin x Lunara), 
‘Elation’ carried six racemes with a total of 62 blooms. Flower 
colour apple green and a white labellum with a heavily barred red 
lip with a yellow centre. 


Cym. Kelly’s Winter ‘Golden Sovereign’ owned and shown by 
J&P Sunderland received an HCC/ACS of 76.0 points. 
Hybridised from (Winter Wonder x Lois Kelly) by Adelaide 
Orchids and registered by T G Briggs. ‘Golden Sovereign’ car- 
ried 21 blooms on two racemes, the flowers 135mm across the 
petals. Yellow petals and sepals with a white labellum and a red 
spotted lip. 


Cym. Wallamurra ‘Ninja’ owned and shown by P Grech 
received a CE/ACS for distinctive feature. Hybridised from 
(Warella x Terama) and registered by Wondabah Orchids, 
‘Ninja’ occurred as a mericlone mutation of Cym. Wallamurra 
‘Jupiter’ producing a distinctive pink ‘feathering’ over the petal 
and sepal tips. 
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Cym. (Sarah Jean x Yamba), owned and shown by N Shipway, 
was awarded an HCC/ACS of 77.0 points (pending registration 
with the RHS). The plant carried a total of 50 blooms on two 
racemes with the flowers measuring 51mm in width and 
coloured pastel pink with a pink spotted labellum marked with 


yellow in the throat. 
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Cym. (Pure Destiny x Katydid) owned and shown by J&P 
Sunderland received a CE/ACS for outstanding culture (pending 
registration with the RHS). Hybridised by P Rochfort. The plant 
carried ten racemes with a total of 185 72mm pure yellow/green 


blooms contrasted by white labellums spotted with yellow. 


TOM 


BURIAN 
ORCHIDS 


Closin 
down sale 


Owing to illness, Tom Burian 
Orchids is closing down. 


Enquiries about our closing 
down sale can be made by 
phoning 0412 391 989 
or by email to 
wthomas@camtech.net.au 


R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 


Nursery at Lot 25 Heinjus Road, 
Strathalbyn. S.A. 5255 


y Tom Burian Orchids would like to 


& thank their clients for past support | 


‘Pink Glow’ is a 
new August flower- 
ing seedling from our 
PR1278 cross of 
Foxfire Rose ‘Pink 
Glory x  Yowie 
Kingdom ‘Yowie 
Bay’. It is currently 
being evaluated for 
inclusion in our 
breeding bank. 


There are many inter- 
esting “cutting edge” 


Foxfire Beauty ‘Pink Glow’ 


cymbidium hybrids and a selection of exhibition cattleya 
hybrids in flask in our new catalogue. 


Send for your free copy. 


P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 
Email: foxfireorchids @ optusnet.com.au 
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Text by Terry Poulton and Rob Smith - Photography by Terry Poulton 


ot all the good seedlings are flowered 
by the big nurseries or the hybridisers 
who make the crossings. The pages of 
Cymbidiums Australia regularly feature 
award and show winning cymbidiums 
grown and flowered by hobby growers 
who include seedlings in their Cymbidium 
collections. 
Terry Poulton is well known as a suc- 
cessful show bench grower and exhibitor 


and, while Terry makes a limited number 
of his own hybrids each year, he also has a 
large collection of seedlings from com- 
mercial nursery breeding programs. The 
following cymbidiums included in Terry’s 
“Six-Pack” are selected from his 2001 sea- 
son’s flowerings. 

Cym. (Khan Flame ‘Raquel’ x Yowie 
Rose ‘Vulcan’), hybridised by Bryants 
Orchids. This has proven to be the best 


from the eight seedlings flowered so far. 
Good colour and a distinctive red-banded 
lip make these 115mm wide flowers stand 
out. Plenty of potential with eight flowers 
on one raceme on a very small plant. 
Cym. (Red Beauty ‘Nettie’ x 
Kimberley Szabo ‘Hot Lips’), bought 
from Ezi-Gro Orchids and hybridised by 
Geyserland Orchids. Cym. Red Beauty 
‘Nettie’ 4n is a large pink and combined 


Cym. (Khan Flame ‘Raquel’ x Yowie Rose ‘Vulcan’). 
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Cym. (Culpaulin ‘T.O.M.’ x Dave’s Dream). 
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with the green Cym. Kimberley Szabo 
(Miretta x Operetta) this large 125mm 
shapely pink has been produced. Flower 
size is good, reflecting the ‘Nettie’ 4n 
parentage while Cym. Kimberley Szabo 
had added good shape. Six flowers were 
produced on this first flowering 
seedling and, interestingly, all six plants 
of this cross flowered so far have been 
pinks. 

Cym. (Khan Flame ‘4c’ x Lunara 
‘Gold Star’) was hybridised by Gordon 
Giles. Another pink flower where a pink 
parent was combined with a different 
coloured pollen parent, in this case the yel- 
low Cym. Lunara ‘Gold Star’. This is the 
second good result from only five 
seedlings purchased of this cross. The 
flowers measured around the 115-120mm 
mark. 

Cym. (Kelly’s Winter ‘Patricia’ x 
Tracey Reddaway ‘Sunkist’), hybridised 
by Dean Roesler. While most of the 
seedlings from this crossing could be 
expected to flower yellow, this vibrant 
green probably owes its colour to the Cym. 
Lois Kelly genes in Cym. Kelly’s Winter. 
With 110mm wide flowers, this would be 
a good average size for the parents 
involved. Eight flowers were carried on a 
good strong spike. This plant in a six-inch 


Cym. (Kelly’s Winter ‘Patricia’ x Tracey Reddaway ‘Sunkist’). 


pot was one of a group of test plants grown 
continually in 30mm of water. 

Cym. (Culpaulin ‘T.O.M.’ x Dave’s 
Dream), hybridised by Helen Palmer of 
Mini World Orchids. One of several nice 
flowers from this consistent crossing. 
Small intermediate in size, this plant, and 
its siblings, have produced good counts on 
upright spikes from very small plants. 

Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘No. 5’ (Pink 
Champagne ‘Featherhill’ x Red Beauty 
‘Nettie’), from Ezi-Gro Orchids and 
hybridised by Geyserland Orchids. A good 
strong pink result from the combination of 
a red spotted white and a mid-pink. Nine 
125mm flowers on a strong upright 
raceme from a small plant in a seven-inch 
pot. Good shape and broad segments from 
the Cym. Pink Champagne pod parent. 

While flowering quality cymbidiums 
from seedlings will always be a numbers 
game, good flowers are out there and 
available to hobby growers as well as the 
big nurseries and hybrisiders. It’s all a mat- 
ter of knowing what results you want and 
looking for parents which should provide 
those results in percentage. 

Terry Poulton 
33 Anne St 
Knoxfield, Victoria 3180 


Cym. (Khan Flame ‘4c’ x Lunara ‘Gold Star’). 


ea ey Lesh ‘No. 5’ (Pink Champagne ‘Featherhill’ x Red Beauty 
‘Nettie’). 
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BRYANTS ORCHIDS 


ABN 17 372 564 828 


Where parentage is important 


SP Miriam Ann 
e/ Orchids 
SS Alan & Miriam Merriman 

ne: 89 Levy Street, 

- Glenbrook NSW 2773 

Oh The Orchid People 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisits 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 
Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN’S FERTLIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 


Khan Flame ‘Fatboy’ (Winter Alvin x Wonder Arc) ‘New Elf’ 


We are proud of our hybrids and are pleased to show them to 
you. Visit our website for over 150 pictures of more than 125 
different varieties. ‘Fatboy’ mericlones are available and 
seedling flasks and compots from ‘New Elf are also on our list. 
Write for a copy of our list and have a happy Christmas and 
better New Year. 


22-26 Cook Street, Kurnell NSW 2231 Australia 
Tel: (02) 9668 9374 Fax (02) 96688119 — Email: bryantsorchids@aol.com 
Website: http://www. bryantsorchids.com.au 


Nursery open only on Friday 9-4, Saturday 9-12. Closed to visitors at other times. 
Bankcard e- Mastercard - Visa 


for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


email: mirannorchids @ emunet.com.au 
8 web: www.emunet.com.au/~mirannorchids/ 
S BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


Do you love 
Comntahinsend (Dag x Hazel Tyers) 
Paphiopedilums? ‘Oasis’ HCC AOC pending registration 


Champion Intermediate Cymbidium of the 
2001 NATIONAL CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SHOW 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 


Membership includes six issues 
of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


Congratulations to the grower Loui Friess. 


We have single growth plants available and are presently taking 
orders for flasks tissue cultured from the ORIGINAL PLANT. To be 
part of the next generation check our catalogue for the six seedling 


RCHID 
ASIS 


201 Beach Road Mitchells Island NSW 2430 
Phone (02) 6553 2991 Fax (02) 6553 2092 
Mobile 0418 606 597 

Email oasisorc@hardnet.com.au 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 
US$30.00 


(Includes Surface mail postage) 


crosses sired by ‘Oasis’. 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
cheques in U.S. funds only] 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @ prodigy.net 
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Purely by accident 


Text by Pauline McLean — Photography by Lucy Spears 


ow did I get into orchids? All I ever 

wanted since I was a little girl was to 
be a vet. I battled with the appropriate sub- 
jects through school but when it came time 
to go to university and study Veterinary 
Science I had to compete with hundreds of 
other South Australians to obtain the two 
or so places interstate. There wasn’t then 
(and still isn’t) a Veterinary Science course 
in SA, so I decided to try my hand at 
Agricultural Science - of course, concen- 
trating on animals. The first two years 
were a basic Science course at Adelaide 
University. The second two years were 
carried out at the Waite Institute. In my 
third year I started studying Animal 
Husbandry and Plant Physiology, but I 


didn’t like the lecturer in Animal 
Husbandry so continued on with 
Horticulture and Agricultural 


Biochemistry in my fourth year. To com- 
plicate things further, I met and married 
Kev in my third year of study. Of course, 
by the time I had finished my degree we 
were still very short of money, even 
though Kev had gone back to teaching to 
support me in my last two years. 

How did I get into orchids you ask? 
Well, in the last few weeks of my final 
year, Syd Monkhouse rang the Waite to see 
if anyone was interested in applying for a 
job at Adelaide Orchids. I was interested in 
anything as we were being warned that 
jobs were hard to find and that we may not 
get a job with the Department of 
Agriculture. So I went for an interview and 
waited. I found out later that only two peo- 
ple turned up and as I asked more ques- 
tions than the other lass from Flinders 
University I was given a try. I finished my 
exams on the Friday and started work on 
the Monday. I was the only one there for a 
while and I spend time trying out media 
and practicing cloning. I also spent some 
time researching orchids as I had learnt 
nothing at all about them during my 
degree. When I began working for Syd the 
nursery was buying in pre-mixed flasking 
media until I developed a media we could 
make up ourselves, and the nursery con- 
tinued to use that recipe until I left. We are 
still using my own recipe based on that 
original mix, although for some genera 
(notably paphiopedilums) we use varia- 
tions on the basic media. 

I spent over four happy years at 
Adelaide Orchids and made many friends 
who I still catch up with occasionally. In 
that time the lab grew bigger and bigger 
and we ended up with three cabinets run- 
ning full time and four girls in the lab. 


Pauline and Kev at last year’s National Cymbidium Show dinner held at 
the Chalambar Golf Club in Ararat. 


When I was approached by a few people 
to set up my own business at home I 
decided to do a small amount at the week- 
ends. In the finish, Lynette, Syd’s daugh- 
ter, took over the running of his lab and I 
ended up going full-time at home. 

Working from home has had its advan- 
tages as I have been able to have two chil- 
dren, Kylie now 19 and Samantha now 16, 
and still continue working. In fact my first 
daughter was over three weeks early and 
caught me by surprise and I had to plant a 
pod at midnight before I could go to hos- 
pital to give birth. Feeding time was a bit 
tricky as they had to wait until my work in 
the cabinet was finished so I would pop 
out, shove a dummy in their mouths, and 
hope they would let me finish my work 
before the noise became unbearable. Both 
children spent their first three years in a 
playpen and later, when old enough not to 
break the flasks, at a little table in the lab. 
Samantha, at the age of three, helped us by 
removing the cottonwool filter from some 
plastic lids. Unfortunately, there were 
plants growing in the containers at the time 
but, luckily for us, none of them got 
infected. 

Originally, my lab was one of the bed- 
rooms but as that got too small we built a 
lab on the house block. It was at this stage 
the Kev gave up teaching and joined me 
full-time in the lab. We have also 
expanded to the spare block now but that 
will be the biggest I want to get. My best 
friend, Sylvia, works for us a couple of 
days a week. First my eldest daughter, and 
now my youngest daughter, make the 
mixes for us while Sylvia has her own cab- 
inet to work in. She came originally for 
just one day a week more than 13 years ago 
to make the mixes for us and has been here 
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ever since. On average the lab processes 
around 30-40,000 clones and somewhere 
between 2-5,000 seedling flasks each year. 

We have customers in every state 
excepting the Northern Territory and, 
although we specialise in cymbidiums, we 
have been coaxed into growing many 
other genera. The majority of our cus- 
tomers (80%) are commercial nursery per- 
sons with most of the work being cloning 
of pot plant varieties. The remaining 20% 
consists of work for hobbyists and_ is 
mostly seedlings. To produce a quality 
flask containing plants with even growth 
and development, a second replate is 
made, taking only the strongest plants 
from the initial replate. We have had many 
different customers come and go over the 
years and have seen many changes in the 
orchid world, but one thing is certain, if 
you produce a good product and try and 
keep the customer happy there will always 
be work available. 

When I began working for Adelaide 
Orchids neither Kev or I had grown 
orchids except for a division of Cym. 
lowianum given to us by the elderly lady 
next door to the flat we lived in at the time. 
She grew about 20 plants of Cym. 
lowianum, all stemming from the original 
plant. Once I began working at the nursery 
our orchid collection soon began to grow 
and consists mainly of seedlings, along 
with our own hybrids. Kev does the hands 
on work and has made numerous crossings 
over the years. 

So now you know how I got into orchids 
... PURELY BY ACCIDENT .. . over 
twenty years ago. | 

Pauline McLean 
13 Wentworth Street 
Moana, South Australia 5169 
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CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


The Cymbidium Orchid Society 
of Victoria’s Spring Show 2001 


Text and photography by Rob Smith 


he Cymbidium Orchid Society of 

Victoria members returned to The 
Glen Shopping Centre at Glen Waverley 
for their second annual October spring 
show. Following the success of the first 
show staged at The Glen in 2000, both the 
centre management and COSV were keen 
to repeat the association, with The Glen 
asking for an expanded event in 2001. As 
a consequence, a separate display area and 
separate classes for Novice and 
Intermediate Section growers were cre- 
ated, along with the original area now used 
for Open Section growers. 

With the centre providing the David 
Jones loading bay area for the marshaling 
of plants it was possible to judge all classes 
and sections prior to setting up the show. 
This made life much easier for the judges 
and allowed for the show to be set up with 
the various champions prominently dis- 
played. A theme based on grouping the 
cymbidiums in drifts of colour provided a 
striking effect with pinks running into reds 
and so on around the main display. 

The centre management and traders, in 
particular David Jones who provided a 
special trophy, in addition to the generous 
financial support via prize vouchers 
donated in combination from the centre 
traders are extended the thanks of all 
COSV members. 

Champion of the Show, and Best Large 
Flower, was won by Cym. Kimberley Lady 
‘Jasmine’ grown and shown by Joyce and 
Peter Sunderland of Kimberley Orchids. 
‘Jasmine’, a large shapely pink standard 
carrying three racemes, was typical of the 
grex hybridised by the Sunderlands. The 
COSV judges awarded it an AM/COSV of 
82.2 points on the day of judging. 

Cym. Doo Wop ‘Pink Parfait’ owned 
and shown by Jan and Andy Leamon was 
judged as the Champion Intermediate. 
This has been a successful grex for Jan and 
Andy with a number of other varieties 
from the cross gaining awards or winning 
ribbons. This variety was judged for award 
by request at the end of the show week 
when the flowers were fully open and 
received an AM/COSV of 82.2 points. 

Champion Miniature sized Cymbidium 
was won by Cym. Miss Muffet, owned and 
shown by Ern Kettle. This pleasing orchid, 
a specimen in a 200mm pot, carried a 
massed display of red-lipped, bronze 
coloured blooms on pendulous racemes of 
Another view of the display. uniform length hanging like a curtain right 
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around the circumference of the pot. 

In the Intermediate and Novice growers 
section, members did themselves proud 
with a quality display of well-grown and 
presented cymbidiums. Champion 
Intermediate/Novice Flower went to Cym. 
Doctor Len ‘Geyserland’ grown and 
shown by Tony Antoniou. Like any plant 
Tony benches, this plant was very well 
grown and it displayed its pendulous 
racemes to advantage. 

Champion Specimen was won by Terry 
Poulton with a plant of Cym. Valley Splash 
‘Awesome’ which carried 11 spikes, and 
Champion Seedling was won by Judy and 
Noel Gard with their Cym. Black Silk 
‘Mimi’s Magic’ (Mimi x Tethys). 

All in all, the COSV members amassed 
approximately 300 cymbidiums, an excel- 
lent effort for a show so late in the season, 
although a show staged in October pro- 
vides a good mix of late season ‘conven- 
tional’ types of cymbidiums, comple- 
mented by a good number of Cym. devoni- 
anum and Australian _ native-based 
Cymbidium hybrids. oat 

Combining a venue blessed with good o . 
natural light, thanks to a huge clear atrium 
type of roof, and a centre management and 7 ll = 
group of traders who are enthusiastic Champion Miniature Cym. Miss Muffet. 
about holding a Cymbidium orchid show 
in their centre will hopefully see a positive 
future for the COSV spring show at The 
Glen. | 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


Champion of the Show Cym. Kimberley Lady ‘Jasmine’. 


eg CYMBIDIUM 
B¥e ORCHI 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
Dawid the showbench or enthusiast 


ORCHIDS Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square 
Victoria 3555 Telephone (03) 5442 4806 


> 


Champion Intermediate Cym. Doo-Wop ‘Pink 
Parfait’. 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2001/January 2002 61 


The naming of 
Species cymbidiums 


here has been considerable confusion 

about what names some species cym- 
bidiums should carry, but the rule is very 
simple. The first person to discover the 
plant has the right to name it when the 
findings are published. However, when 
many of our cymbidiums were first dis- 
covered, communications were not as they 
are today. Fortunately, for those of us who 
love our Cymbidium species, David Du 
Puy and Phillip Cribb published their book 
The Genus Cymbidium in 1988. In this 
work they have gone back over many old 
paintings and herbarium specimens and 
found a number of inaccuracies. 

They found that Cym. iridioides was 
found by Wallich in 1821 and described by 
David Don in 1825. This was before 
Lindley, who published the name Cym. 
giganteum in 1832. Hence, what was com- 
monly called Cym. giganteum should, 
more correctly, be called Cym. iridioides. 

With Cym. erythraeum they found that 
the type specimen of Cym. longifolium 
collected by Nathaniel Wallich in 1833 
was, in fact, Cym. elegans. Therefore, this 


Common name (and name 
supported by the RHS 


Cym. giganteum 
m. grandiflorum 

Cym. parishii 

Cym. pumilum 


CorrectName_ _ 


Cym. iridiodes 
Cym. hookerianum 
Cym. sanderae 
Cym. floribundum 
Cym. lowianum 
var. ’'ansonii 
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Text by Stephen Early 


plant, commonly called Cym. longifolium 
should, more correctly, be called Cym. ery- 
thraeum, as described by Lindley in 1859. 

Cym. hookerianum was called Cym. 
grandiflorum by Griffith in 1851. 
Unfortunately, this name had already been 
used for a plant that is no longer consid- 
ered a Cymbidium. Hence, the correct 
name is Cym. hookerianum, which was 
given to it by Reichenbach in 1866. 

In the case of Cym. sanderae, which 
was commonly known as Cym. parishii 
until recently, the problem is a bit more 
complex. The original data and drawings 
of Cym. parishii show that it is a com- 
pletely different species from the one that 
we commonly knew as Cym. parishii. Du 
Puy and Cribb suggested that this plant be 
known as Cym. sanderae as it clearly is not 
Cym. parishii, which has been lost to cul- 
tivation. 

Cym. floribundum was described by 
Lindley in 1833, but the name was largely 
ignored. The plant came to be more com- 
monly and incorrectly known as Cym. 
pumilum, the name used by Rolfe in 1907. 


Common 
Synonyms 


Cym. illiberale 


Additionally, Du Puy and Cribb allo- 
cated a number of species as varieties of 
another, the most well known example of 
this being Cym. lowianum var. i’ansonii 
which, up until the publishing of The 
Genus Cymbidium, was considered the 
separate species Cym. i’ansonii. 

I have described above the common 
problems with names that Du Puy and 
Cribb sorted out, or created, depending on 
your point of view. They also showed that 
some names in common usage referred to 
more than one species. As an example of 
this, Cym. pendulum has been used for 
Cym. aloifolium, Cym. bicolor, Cym. fin- 
laysonianum and Cym. atropurpureum. 

It may seem simple to get people to 
update the names of their plants, but the 
situation gets more complicated when one 
of the major problems comes with regis- 
trations of hybrids. The registration of 
hybrid names has been done since 1856, 
first by Sanders and now by the Royal 
Horticultural Society. It would be impossi- 
ble to alter all their records as, in some 
cases, such as Cym. pendulum, they do not 
know what actual species was involved. 
Therefore, they have retained the origi- 
nally recorded names and accept these for 
registration purposes only. 

Next, we have the problem of species 
varying from one plant to another. Some 
collectors and nurseries use local naming 
of these plants as separate species. Also, a 
large number of synonyms can occur. You 
could find a plant of Cym. floribundum 
with the name of Cym. pumilum (which is 
recognised by the RHS for registration 
purposes) and, at times, under a synonym 
such as Cym. illiberale. Just to add a bit 
more to the confusion, you often find 
hybrids named as species because they 
look a bit like a common species. 
Hopefully, this will slowly be eliminated 
but, as with all such things, some less than 
honest growers feel they need not give 
away a good plant that can win as a species 
(even if it isn’t) as long as the judges can’t 
tell. 

At left is a table summarising some of 
the information mentioned in this article, 
but it is by no means complete. 


Stephen Early 
LPO Box 8071 
Carrum Downs, Victoria 3201 
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Den. crumenatunY 
Den: lawesii 
“Den: rh6dostictum 
Den. sanderde*var major 
Dendrochilum yuccaefolium 
Dendrochilum aurantiacum — 
Dyakia hendersoniana 
Gomesa recurva . 
Grastidium luzonense 
Laelia jongheana 
Liparis compressa 
Lycaste Skinneri alba 
“Miltoniopsis phalaenopsis 
Neofinetia falacata ‘Amani 
Island’ 

Neofinetia falacata “Vomokongo' 
Oeniella polystachys 
Oerstedella endresii 

Oncidium crispum grandiflorum 

Oncidium edwardii 
Oncidium superbiens_. 
Polystachys piersii _ 
Pterocera longicalcareum 
Sarcogylphus comberii 
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